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To the Right Worſhiptul, 


Sir Robert Clayton, Ke. 


Alderman of the City of Lon1on, 


A N D 
Preſident of St. Thomas's Hoſpital, in Southwark. 


To the Worſhiptul, 


James Reading, Eſq; 
Treaſurer of the ſaid Hoſpital. 
A N D 
To the reSt of the Right Worſhipful, 


Worſbipful, and Worthy Governours of 


the ſame. 4 


Right Worfhipful, &c. 


H E Divine Preacher tells 
us; 'Tis better to go the 
Houſe of Mourning, than 


ta the Houſe of Feaſting. And there 
A 2 is 
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ii The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

is indeed great reaſon for his ſay- 
ing lo. *I is ſomething, that this 
{xtter place commonly leaves Men 
Vainer, than it finds them. But 
'tts a weighty one that he 1s ex- 
preſs in: the former ; That, ©, 
the end of all Men, and the living 
will lay it to heart, It ſhews ; 
What all muſt come to : there- 
tore, the need of being prepared 
accordingly. Now, that my Lot 


i3 fallen in a great Family of 


greater Sorrows, altho 1t be your 
greateſt Care to turn thoſe into 
rhe Speedieſt Joys ; 1s no Abſur- 
= to afhrm. I'm ſure, befides 
e {ad Calamities of our Dome- 
Ricks, the Experience of my ſmall 

Apartment hath for theſe two 
Years pait, by frequent and grie- 
vous Sickneſs, and by Death late- 
Iv, met with loud Knels of Hea- 
vinels. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. iii 
vineſs. Nor may we doubt, but 
that many of your felves, tome 
time or other, have heard tuch 
doleful Leflons. Nay, who can 
tell, how ſoon thole, yet exempt- 
ed, may taſte of the tame Bitter 
Cup ; and perhaps drink deep- 
er of it ? So that a Diſcourle, 
adapted to ſuch Circumſtances, 
cannot be unſeaſonable. Eſpectal- 
ly, if it reſpe*t Preventing, Sup- 
porting, Delivering thence, and 
making wiſe Improvement there- 
of. All which Advantages theſe 
Papersaim at: and, it is hoped,do 
not utterly mits their Mark. 
Unto your Worthips, the Eſſay, 
ſuch as 'tis, 1s moſt humbly dedi- 
cated : as to It's Author's Patrons; 
and moſt worthy of more Honour 
than 1s within his reach to pay 
you. To forbear (tho not forget) 
A 3 your 


iv The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
your kind Reſpect unto Himſelf : 
nor to 1nfiſt upon the moſt Signal, 
but Secret, Charities of ſeveral of 
you, unto many hundred Pounds, 
(which , tho you would not have your 
left han { know wh. it your right hand 
did,could not be quite concealed ; 
:ndeed, ſuch Rare Examples ought 
nit ) : Your Joint Cempaſhon,and 
Tender Care of the Many Poor 
in this Great Hoſpital, proclaim 
your Merit, hardly Imitable ; I'm 
lure, truly Admirable ! For, be- 
fides your Conſtant Proviſion of 
the Belt Food, and Phyfick, and 
Surgery, that you can get ; with 
ry meet, both Firing, Lodging, 
= Attendance ; You are now 
New-building of therr Hwſe ; and 
at the vaſt Expence of man 
Thoutand Pounds. Whereby, at 
once you prevent their being Bu- 


ried 
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ried Alive in the Ruins of an Old- 
decayed-Place ; and likewiſe pro- 
vide for, Better-Preſerving Life, 
and Sooner- -Reſtoring Health, un- 
to them,by a tar more Airy, Sweet t. 
and Plz aſant Dw elling, than before 
they had : or ever could have ho- 
ped for, But from Pour Delves. 
That the God of Mercy, who firit 
inclined you, may preſerve and 
proſper you, to the finiſhing of 
this Earthly Tabernacle for his 
Poor ; and, in due ſeaſon, Re- 
ward you with an Habitation not 
made with han1s, Eternal in the 
Heavens, 1s the Prayer of, 


Right Worſbipfal, &c. 


Tour very Humble Servant, 


W. Hughes, Hofritaler. 


To my Beloved Friends, 
THE | 


Officers and Patients. 


0 F 
St. Thomas's Hoſpital, in Southwark. 


Beloved Friend;, 


HE Calamities of this Houſe in 
general, and the particular Di- 
ſtreſſes of moit of ws, call aloud 


«pon ws, to ſerk « Retuge from 
the Storm; at trait, to get ſome Shelter, 
till it be over. My hopes are, that theſe Ser- 
mons will ſomewhat Contribute to thoſe Ends ; 
if due Revard be had anto them. And tho 
mine own Afﬀlictions were their Midwife ; 
yet, being thus brought forth, they may be 
Uſeful anto Others alſo. IT ſhould be v 
glad to do you Good from the Preff ; notwit 
ftanding jo many of you flight my Service 


from 


> — 


Tothe Officers and Patients. 


from the Pew, and Pulpit. For to my Grief 
1 fpeak it, "tis very doubtful, whether a fifth 
Part of you (that can) be conſtant at the 
Chappel, "Twas altogether otherwiſe in the 
former Tears of my Miniſtry here, And 1 
am ſure, my Pains are nothing abated : 
but my Judgment ſomewhat improved ſince. 
Bat then indeed we had the Hep inefs of 4 
Steward who made Conſcience of the Daty of 
his Place ; and did not only duly come himſelf, 
bat brought Others with him; and puniſbed 
thoſe = cauſelefily, abſented. And 1 am 
fully of Opinion, that T rue Religion was as 
thriving then amon? 4s, 4s ever it hath been 
fince. Do not our Publick Orders tell af 
Officers bere (as well & Patients;) that, 
withour reaſonable Excuſe, they mit be 
conſtant at the Publick Worſbip ? And doth 
wot every Officer Enter” ow bu: Place upon 
thoſe Terms ? Can it be Conſcience then ; 
to take the Wages, and not do the Work ? 
Will not That [ay ; {et alone the Salary, or 
backle to the Service ? How many, notwith- 
fhanding, are never preſent ? So vain a Coy+ 
neſs with ſome, and wile Prophaneſs with 
others, hath of late times prevailed 

ws ! Were there juit Quarrel at the Publick 
Prayers; (4s I know no Perſon with Fo 
1144 


To the Officers and Patients. 


that hath any ;, Or jaftly can have i) mualt 
Sermons ſuffer for that, however ? Hath Any 
« Grudge again the Miniſter ? Savely a Wiſe 
Man will not [allenty leave bis Food, becauſe 
the Cook bath angred him ? But if the Bread 
of Life br proven you here ; and you refaſe it : 
i wot the Giver, more contemmned, than be 
that brings it ? Beware of their molt heavy 
Guilt ; whoſe Souls [they ſaid) loathed that 
light Bread, For that was fpoten a0ranit 
God, well xs Moſes, Num. 21. 5. Tho, you 
are told expreſly » FO Deſpiſe, or nor ro Hear 
which are both One) « Goſpel-Minifter, «s 
ſerving both the Son and Father too, at 
the [olf-lamve rate, Luke 10. 16. If 4 very 
few can plead, Their Relations elſe-where, 
in their own Defence. Why? Without med- 
lims with the Merits of the Cauſe; (and be- 
de what was [aid about twenty lines before ) 
Is not the Plea as good; to juſtifie an hungry 
Mun's Refuſal of wholeſome Food at his 
loving Neighboar's ; becauſe, forſooth it 
was wot [ot upon his own T able, where he did 
wlcto Eat ? Lit wi be fatthful to our Souls. 
Is not the want of Spiritual Appetite, our 
great Diftemper ? Did we hunger, thirſt, 
and long, for God : would we be ſo Coy, as to 
wret him only where we pleaſe - and when 
OUT - 


To the Officers and Patients. 


our [elves think fitting 7 Sarely we would be 
glad at any plact, and as often 4s we could, 
to enjoy his bleſſed Company 1 hu haly Or- 
dinances. We ſbould flock as Doves to our 
Windows : ed the Feet of them that 
bring glad Tydings, whoever they were, 
would be beautiful in our Eyes. Were we lo 
ſenſibly affetted, 4 we ſbould be, with our 
weak Faith, chill Love, faint Hope, earthly 
Mind, and ftronz Corruptions ; the Oppor- 
tunities for quickningGraces and tiling Laſts 
mow negletted, if not deſÞp1/ed, would be more 
welcome to us ; and be with greater Diligence 
improved by w. But if « Form of Godli- 
nels without the Power be af we mind (ſo, 
ts with thouſands :) as that will eaftily ſerve 
with Men, the not with God : [0 "T4 10 Par « 
vel, that our ſorry Humonrs, and not ſeri- 
ous Conſcience, ſteer our Courſe for ws, We: 
Manna lies abundantly about our Tents at 
preſent : but it may ſo happen (Im ſure our 
Sins deſerve it) that ſac Scraps as theſe, 
now reckon'd only worthy to be thrown under 
T able, may Ore long be accounted Dainties. 
Black Clouds are over «s : —_ mear 
w:; Grim Death, mot certainly is mot 
fer from us, O that we may be Wiſe, 
and hbutband ſo that little inch of Time 


es 
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Jet left, in true Chriſtian Praying, Hear- 
ing, Reading, Meditation, and holy Walking, 


that we may be prepared for 4 Bleſſed Eter mi- 
ty : Thus us the hearry Deſire of, 


Tour Souls Faithful, | 


and Truth-telling Friend, 


1 


ERRAT A. 


Pikes [. g. for zdb, r. 24h, p. 10.1. 25. after gy, 
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A 
Practical [1 courſe 


CJ) 


Lhe Severelt TL &c. 


PeALM AXEL © 
I'was damb, I opened not »1y month ; becauſe 
thou, Lord aiait it. 


Aln is born wweo trouble, (faith holy Job ) 
as the ſparks fly xprrards ;, which con- 

ſtaartly is the nature of them. And 

to tre certain truth of that Aſertion, I owas 
Cities, and Co _ 'm Papan, T orkiſh, and 
Chriſtian Conntrics. do cver and anon bar 
ample Teſtimony, Fer there 5 neither Qra- 
lity, Age, nor Sex of Mortals can plead a Pri- 
viledge, to be exempted thence, But, oft all 
othcr Men, the mruly Fiens have 7 melt « wie 
ro expect their ſhare therein ; and leaſt reaſon, 
truly, to complain therenf, That bleffed Book, 
whereto they are not rangers, as others are, 
informs them; that it is their Lot, to have therr 
Ewil thy Fs hire, and thur God inreatier. Evty 
the mcan while, "Tis far trom jaſtifhng thr 
railing Mole-hills into Mountains; and making 
ot their Troubles a great deal worſer than 111- 
deed they are, Nay, it condemneth, juſtly, 
and ſeverely , Laying the Produits of their own 
B F ollies 


2 I P2aftical Diſcourſe on 
Follies to the Fault of God ;, as if he dealt not 
fairly by them, when, in truth, *tis they fall 
foul upon themſelves ; both in the bringing, 
and the bearing all they ſuffer. 

Now, having often ſeen this guilt too much 
abroad ; and being myſelf more than once, (ſo 
it hath ſeemed mcet to the Righteous Provi- 
dence) in danger of plunging into the ſame 
Gulf; I held it neceſſary for the Common In- 
tereſt of Chriſtianity, as well as my own, to rake 
Enquiry after,and to find out the means,where- 
by good People may recover from, and not re- 
lapſe into, a caſe ſo dangerous. My thoughts 
rhen, being once upon Enquiry, ſoon lighted 
on this welcome Text, And truly, *tis an ex- 
ce!lcnt Remedy ! which alſo I nothing doubt, 
will prove ſucceſsful where 'tis duly uſed. The 
Liſe whercof, 1 think, ſhould be according to 
the Method my following Diſcourſe preſcri- 
bcth, 

Context.] The Pſalm doth plainly manifeſt, 

YI” that its Author, David, was la- 
Wer 1p bouring under a very fore Di- 
ns, &,  frcfs. Whetheritaroſe from bo- 

dily Sicknef,, as ſome have thought, 
or the Rebellion of h1s Darling, Abſalon, as others 
are of Opinion, or from any other Cauſe,(asma- 
ny might be gues'd at) ſince none*sexpres'd; to 
make ſtrict Search about it, would favour more 
of fruitleſs Curiolity, than of uſeful Induſtry ; 
and in the [ſlue, leave us at Uncertainty too. 
This hey, that runneth through the whole, y 
qQuICK= 


” an 


: 


the Severcſt Providences, &c. 3 


quickly read, as written there, in Capital Let- 
ters, That there was ſuch a Storm (from vhence- 
ſever it roſe) that had like t9 have ſhipwrack'd 
all. It ſeems, as if the Rigging were torn in 
peices, the Hull ſhrewCly ſhatter'd , an the 
Fraight likewiſe in manifeſt jeopardy to periſh 
in the Deep. The Aſflicted, in Spirir, Sonl, 
and Body, to all appearance, receiv'd no little 
Dammage by the ſame. For Proof whereof, 
'twere very eaſy to offer ſeveral Inſtances from 
the Pſalm, would it not be too tedious parti- 
cularly to inliſt upon them. 

However, ſomething muſt appear in view- 
ing of the Parts thercof : which are theſe two 
in general : 

1. The PſalmiſP's Procedure with himſelf, 
under his great Affliction ; and that in the two 
firſt Verſes ; reſumed alſo in my Text. 

2. The Effects of that Procedure with him- 
ſelf upon him, in the following Verles, even 
to the end. 

1. Asto the former : The courſe he takes 
(as you may read) is, to ſeal his Lips, and fi- 
lence his Heart too. That not a Word might 
flip from thence to ſhew one Giſcontented 
Thought towards God there. Thus he ſtops 
his Mouth, and {tills his Mind at once; that 
no Complaint, or any Murmure might be with 
him againſt the Di-ine Providence, for the 
ſeverer Methods uled towards him, But yer 
(Good Man) herein it hapned unto him, as 
it ſometimes way to the belt Archer in the 
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World ; who to prevent liis Arrow's falling 
ſhort, levels fo bigh, that he over-ſhoots his 
Mark, For the Holy Pſalmiſt alſo (though 
to his Grict) doth over-do his Work for a 
little while, He held kis peace from good : but 
thence ks ſorrow was ſtirred, Verſe 2, latter end. 
zut the fault is ſoon amended, by the new Aim 
he takes. As will be ſeen by, 

3. The Fruit of his thus dealing with him- 
ſelf: which, truly, was not to be repented of. 
And *rwas two fuld : 

1. Interval, Ai] Complaints, and Repinings 
too, againlt God's Juſtice being ſtifled , his 
Meditations are ſet warm at work upon his 
Mercy : Thoſe raiſe his paiſionate Detires af- 
ter kim, and they force their paſſage through 
his Lips unto him. Hes heart was hot, the fire 
burnt ;, and then his Tongue ſtood itill no lon- 
ger. Verſe 3. Then fpake I with my tongue, ſaith 
he, Thus ccmes the other Effect. 

2. External, wiz. Hearty Prayer unto the 
juſt and gracious God, made up of three par- 
ticlar Petitions firſt; ar.d then a general one, 
as the Concluſion. 

1. He begs particularly : 1. For an alfect- 
ing Sence of h:s Frailty and Vanity : Make me 
ro know mine end, &c. Verſe 4. And pleadeth 
humbly for Succeſs herein, to Ver. 8. 2. Then 
for pardon of his ſin, Ver. 8. Deliver me from all 
my tranſgreſſions, &c, Uling my Text for fur- 
thcrance of his Suic. And laſtly, He prays 
Deliverance from his Atilictions allo :; = 
t 


the Severeſt ]P2obiIences, &. F 
thy ſtroke, &c. Ver. 10, 11. urging for pity ; 
both the Load that lay upon him, and his, and 
all others, Inability to {kand up under Divine 
Diſpleaſure. 

2. He concludeth with a general Supplica- 
tion, for a gracious Anſwer to his former Pe- 
titions : and for prevailing, repreſents his fad 
Condition as a moit ſuitable ObjeQt of Divine 
Compaſſion, Ver. 12, 13. 

But I mult return to the ſecond particular 
Petition ; whereto | did obſzrve, my Text 
was added as an'Enforcement of it. 

David, Ver. 8. begging pardon for his S.ns, 
which were the cauſe of all his Troubles; and 
which, particularly, made wicked Men to open 
their mouths againit him; begging pardon, as 
I was ſaying, in theſe words, Deliver me from 
all my tranſgreſſions, and make me not the reproach 
of the fooliſh; now, that this humble Suir 
might ſpeed the better, readily yields, and 
plainly enough makes this Confeſſion : © That 
* notwithſtanding their Reproaches, as well as 
* all his other Troubles, were moſt anjuſt from 
* Men; yet they came not without the juſteſt 
* realon from the Lird upon him, And there- 
* fore he had not one Word to ſpeak, nor 
* Thought to think, againſt the ſame: I was 
* dumb, (ſaith he) 7 opened not my mouth, &c. 

Thus ſtands the Text in relation t* the 

Context : Bur if we conſider it in its ſelf, then 

If gives us, 
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. Afreſh Account of David's Carriage un- 
der his great Diſtreſles. 
2. Theimportant Reaſon why he did fo. 


1. The former here: I was dumb, I opened 
mor my mouth, where the latter Phraſe aſcend- 
eth higher than that before it. Both import- 
ing plainly ; that as he did not ſpeak at all,ſo 
he nevcr fo mvch as offer*d it neither. Yea, 
and the Hebrew Yerb, in the latter Clauſe, be- 
ing of the Future Tenſe doth intimate, that 
he would not ever make any ſuch attempt in 
time to come. And this demonſtrates the ab- 
ſolute ſilence and perfect ſatisfaQtion his Soul 
was brought unto under that heavy Provi- 
dence, whatever it was, that lay upon him, 
For as when the Waves don't ſwell the Winds 
are {ti]]; ſo when the Mouth makes no com- 
plaint, the Heart doth ſe to be at reſt, And 
is our Saviour*s ſaying, Out of the abundance 
of the heart the month ſpeaketh, Matth. 1 2. 34- 

2. The latter part is there : Becauſe thow, 
Lord, didit it. As who ſhould ſay, © What- 
© ever influence ſecond Cauſes may have had 
£ immediately upon my preſent Troubles, and 
* whatever [mputation I may juſtly lay on Per- 
* ſons, or on Things, for what I ſuffer, I mult 
* not here abide, but paſs on further, rhrough 
*them and beyond them, to the firf# Canſe of 
© all: 7how, Lord, didit it. This was like holy 
Job ; who, for all the miſchief Satan, the _ 

Ans 


the Severeſt P!odidences, &c. +5 
deans and Sabeans wickedly did him, looks 
higher to the righteous Hand of God, and 
humbly bows before him, ſaying, The Lord 
giveth, and the Lord taketh away ; and bleſſed be 
the Name of the Lord, Job 1.21. Weſce Good 
Men are utterly unlike the fottiſh Cur, which 
ſmarleth at the Stone that hits him, until he 
dangers breaking of his Teeth in gnawing ir, 
without regard unto the Hand that threw ir. 
The Ungodly commonly are thus guilty ; and 
are reproved juſtly by the Prophet for it, 
Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not ſee, 
Iſai. 26. 1x. But the Pious practiſe otherwiſe, 
as we find ; and thence find alſo cauſe to ſtoop 
to God, and prſſef their Souls in patience under 
all their Sufferings. And that there is ſuffi- 
cient reaſon ſo todo, we ſhall ſee anon ; when, 
beſides all other Argaments, it will appear par- 
ticularly, what a prevailing influence the lar- 
ter part of my Text hath on the former, 

In order whereunto, ſince there is juſt pre- 
ſumption, that this great Example is obliging 
to all other Perſons ia like Circumſtances, let 
this Propoſition ſcrioully be conſidered by us, 
VIZ. 


Propeſ.] A Godly Perſon 1s to be ſtill and fe 
lent, and by no means impatient under the 


beavieft Hand of God upon bym. 


Now this Propoſition being plain, and very 
intelligible in all rhe Terms thercot, we have 
B 4 only 
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only need of, xr. A further Confirmation of it. 


2, A fair Solution of ſome Objctions, 3. and 
iaſtly, Some Guidance for the better Appli- 
cation of the whole unto our ſelves for good. 


Whercof in ordcr. And, 


| 1. Prof, by 1;#, To make full Proof, I 
—_— and ſhall produce two kinds of Evi- 
a dences, viz. Plain Examples, 


and Powerfaj Arguments, and with a good 
ſtock of both from the Holy Scriptures. | be- 
gin with Plain Examples. 


I. Example, ] They ſhall b2 Seven or Eight, 
and every one well deſerving ſpecial Obſer- 
vation. 

| will take them in that order the Scriptures 
ſet them : And fo begia with, 

1. Moſes. That the moſt wiſe and gracious 
Providence ſaw mcet to exerciſe this molt emi- 
nent Saint with various Tryals, and ſome that 
had much ſharpneſs in them, the Book of God 
bears ample teltimony : nor is ic filent about 
that even and quiet Temper wherein his Soul 
was preſerved under them. The darwger of 
his Life from the hands of Pharaoh, at his firſt 
appearance, in one of his Brethrens cauſe, a- 
gainſt an Zgyptiar, made him to fly the Coun- 

try for his ſafety. But he * en- 
* Heb.11.275, Adured it, faith the Text, and left 
no Murmrring nor Complaints 
behind liim; no, nor carried he any with = 
that 


— 
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that we can find, Exod. 2. 15. His Brethren 
likewiſe often dealt fo unkindly by him, and 
their Inſolencies towards him (notwithſtand- 
ing his molt conſtant and tender concernment 
for them) were ſo iaſufferable, that the righ- 
tcous God doth eſpouſe the quarrel, and is 
provoked to deſtroy them, root and branch, 
for the ſame. Yca, and he promiſed Aſſes to 
make of bim a Nation mightier an4 greater 
than they were, if he would conſent thereto. 
But he, good Man, bears all with 

* Wie - "x .x0d. 32.10, 
patience from Them, and is molt 
inſtant with God for ſaving of Num.14.1919 
them; and ſo requites them good Deur.9.13,&c, 
for evil. Why, tho' * Aro * Numb.2s. 
and Miriam, that came out of 553+ 
the ſame Womb with him, a/- 
fronted and reviledbim, (unjuſtty we are ſure, 
becauſe God was offended with them highly 
for the ſame) yer he takes it quietly; and 
begs, and procures God's pardon to them for ir, 
Numb. 12.9, 13}. Nay, when the Wife of 
his Boſom taunts him to his face, and at the 
ſame time the Face of God was frowning on 
him alſo, yet is he the ſame Man ſtill, Exod, 
4. 244 25- 

Should not we think, that theſe were none 
of them ſlight, Alflictions, tho ſome more ſharp 
than others ? Would they not eaſily warp «s 
to impatience under them ? But as it is writ- 
ten, That he was the meeke#t man upon the fare 
of the earth, Numb. 12. 3; doubtleſs *twas 

meant, 
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meant, that he was not only ſo towards Men, 
but towards God alſo. 

However, you ſhall yet hear greater things 
than theſe. 

2. Aaron, "Tis true, he had great Frailties 
in him, and like Aflitions on him; but ſtill 
he hath this excellent Character given him, 
The ſaint of the Lord, Pſal. 196. 16, Now this 
Saint hath a bloody Breach made by an angry 
God upon his Family, and not for any per- 
ſonal Crime of his neither; nay, the Method 
was not uſual, but extraordinary, and full of 
terrour : His Sons make a daring, but it pro- 
ved a dear, Adventure, They offered ſtrange fire 
before the Lord ,, and a more ſtrange fire from 
the Lord falls down upon them, and devoured them, 
Levit. 10. 1,2, 3- Fire, in it ſelf, is a very 
furious and frightful Element ; but this, being 
not the fire that burned in the buſh, and burnt it 
mor, Exod. 3. 2, 3- nor that which carried up 
Elijah into Heaven ; fo far from hurting him, 
as making of him happy, and putting him out 
of the reach of Hurt for ever: No, but a fire 
from the Lord, ſaith the Text ; who i 4 conſu- 
ming fire, Heb. 12. 29: eſpecially to bold Of- 
fenders ; that are as dried Stubble before him. 
This offers one terrible Circumſtance to our 
thoughts, Moreover, this Fire falls down, not 
upon the good Man, Aarer's, Houſe, or Goods, 
or Cattel ; any of which might have had dread 
enough therein : but on his Children, on his 
Sons, his Sons that were God's Miniſters; nor 
upon 
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npon one alone, but ewo at once: not in the 
Fields, or in a private Houſe, where poſſibly it 
might have been concealed, at leaſt but little 
notice taken of it: but in the Tabernacle; and 
at GoC's Publick Worſhip ;, and in their Miniſtrati- 
on there; and before the face of all the Congre- 
gation, Here is an heap of Circumſtances, not 
one of which but carrieth horrour and aſto- 
niſhment with it : but all, rogerher, are utterly 
confounding. Well, but hereupon how doth 
the good, but ſad Father, behave himſelf ? 
What ? Doth he fret, and fume, and vex his 
Soul to death again ? No, no. Doth he rage, 
and rave, and flic in the face of God upon it ? 
"Twas further from him. YJehoram's great, but 
wicked Meſſenger, ina time of Diſtreſs, would 
ſay, Thu cvil is of the Lord ;, why ſhould we wait 
for the Lord any longer ? 2 Kings6. 33. He bids 
adicu to God ; and let him find ſome other At- 
{tendants, if he pleaſe. Job's naughty Wife 
would have prompted him to relieve himſelf, 
by curſing God, and dying together with his ſons, 
Job 2. 9. But this pious Perſon was of another 
ſpirit: for ſaith the Text, Aaron held bus peace. 
His filent Soul ſeaPd up his lips; and the ſub- 
miſſion of his heart kept his mouth cloſe ſhur, 
He knew who did it : and to undo God's Work, 
ſo mach as by a word or thought ;, no Creature 
onght to make one attempt. The lealt diſlike 
aberred, bids all (in Kamane reach) uato it : 
No, when God hath done, he will not begin, 
but cad tozether with bim, and be moſt hum- 
bly 
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{ec bold bu peace, A 
ith the writing af- 


2. 4 | *, *ad againſt this good old 
5 .houzh under much Infr- 
4 wn 3* 19 int) the Almighty dips his Pen 


in Gavi and Vinegar. And truly 
they -r* ſharp and bitter tings that are writ- 
ten 1: the ſacred Book againlt him, and his Fa- 
mily -vith him "Tis not the pruuing Bran- 
ches, cr lopping off ſome greater Boughs; but 
'tis the digging up by the very Roots, that is 
inliſted oa. And for his full aſſurance, he muſt 
Chap. 2, & be certified once and again there- 
Ss. of. Firſt by a nameleſs Prophet, 
and then by his Darling-pupil, Samuel. The 
former tells him from the mouth of God, that, 
The days come that 1 will cut off thine arm, and 
the arm of thy father*s houſe ;, and there ſhall not be 
an old man mm thine bouſe for ever, Chap. 2 2. 31s 
32. with much more terrible T ydings behides 
this. And the latter, That God would perform 
agamit El; all things which be had fhoken concern- 
bis bouſe ;, and that Le would judge it for cer, 
- oy 3-13z &c. with other Threats like thoſe. 
Well now : how doth this aged Father cnter- 
tain the doleful News ? Doth he diſpatch the 
Meſſenger that brought ſuch unwelcome Ty- 
dings! Or ſo much as wiſh unto him Micaiab's 
Doom from wicked Ahab, To be clapt in goal, and 
be fed with bread and water of affiiftzon ? Doth he 
curſe his harder Fatcs, whereby he was _—_ 
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ed unto ſnch unavoidable Miſery ; and like 
the Deſperate * Tulian, go off the , 
Earth with bidding a Drehance Pak. .. ny 
to the God of Heaven ? As much 7:14. 5 in a 
unlike thoſe Tempers, as Hca- © #51), ice 
ven is unto Hell. *Tis taken by #5 Viet Gr 
him vithout the leaſt Complaint ; lilze, Thecd. 
* Hill - 2 
and without fo much as any T o- hi 
ken of Regret, If you feel his Pulſe, there's 
nothing of a Feavour on him. The very Atten- 
dants of impatience are driven into Exile by 
him. Hear his own words, Ir « the Lord; let 
bim do what ſeemerh bm good, Verſe 18. Ay 
w ho ſhonld fay, * All are his own, and hemay, 
© therewithal, and ought to do what is belt 
« plcaling to himſelf. Whoare we, entire De- 
* pendants on lam, to call him to account 2- 
© bout his matters? God paſt a Seritence that 
ſcem'd hard indeed ; but this good Man ap- 
proves it. Here was Contentment unto admi- 
ration. 

Perhaps you'll ſay, But Judgment was not 
executed yer, onely threatned. Right, clife 
'twould have been too late to have enquiret 
how he took the Tydings, when he was not ? 
Put the double Aſlurance, that a Ze/omn of De- 
PR was ready to {weep him, and by no 

means to be prevented by him, was enough (to 
ſpeak as Men) to ſtrike a terrour of Diltracti- 
on on him. Eut yet when others (who are 
meer Mortals) might have proved like a tem- 
peſtuous Sca, we find with him the profound- 
clt 
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eſt Calm. Oh! what a Pattern for our Imi- 
tation * 

4. David is Fourth: And how doth he ac- 
quit himſelf, when the provoked Majeſty of 
Heaven ſtrikes even to death that Child he fo 
much laboured to preſcrve in life ? Weile ir was 
yet alive (faith he) 7 fafted and wept : for I ſaid, 
Mo can rell whether God will be gracwns to me, 
that the child may lvoe ? Fat now be u« dead, where 
fore ſhould I fait ? Can I bring bim back again ? 
I ſhall go to him, but be ſhall not return to me, 2 
Sam. 12. 22,23. If you reflect rpon the be- 
pinning ot this Chapter, and bring down your 
eyes unto theſe Verſes read, you will find this 
Judgment on his Child was but one {5-4 of that 
long Cham prepared for him by the Prophet 
Nathan, from the month of God : and when a 
ſingle link of any Chain is rouchiag of us, it 
ſhews the reſt are drawing after, and that the 
whole will quickly reach us. Belides, this 
Puniſhment alſo had thoſe Sins that were the 
Farems of it, engraven in ſuch Capital Letters 
upon its Forchcad, that though the Prophet 
brought hum a Pardon fcaled for his own Life, 
the way of bringing his foul Tranſgreſſions in- 
to freſh remembrance, could not but create as 
freſh, both bluſhings, Nartlings, and convul- 
fions in his Conſcience for ſuch great Miſcar- 
riages. Moreover, the Child we ſpeak of, 
was very dear unto him ; witneſs his deep Hu- 
miliation on bchalt thereof in Faſting, Prayer, 
and lying on the Earth all might, Verie 16, 17. 

Iii 
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in ſpite of the Importunity of his Counſel- 
lors unto the contrary ; — to have got- 
ren a -— _" at leaſt, from Heaven for it. 
And | , his Servants were afraid to impart 
the [ y« + + of the Child's Death to hon, for 
fear he ſhould have done hum- 
fſcif a Milkchief gpon hearing ny ney! . 
of it : As the Hebrew Phraſt +* procut dibis ma 
mporteth *; and both the Gr fb inferer. 
* Syriack and the * Aranich Vers _ Ne malum fob in- 
hon read. —_ 
Now all theſe Conſiderations put together 
make it fully manifeſt; that this Stroke of 
Providence muſt needs fall very heavy; and 
certainly was enongh to ſhake him forely; if 
a ot fink him vutrcrly to the Ground. 
Yer mark his Stylncts ander fo great a Storm, 
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Dead, What had he clteto do ; cut af the leaf? 
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what weighty Arguments he Rops the mouth 
of all Impatients by. And they are thre: 
i. 4% YT were molt Carea/ornadic to Alltict my 
* fri Cl -h he) for this Aﬀllivtion any | 
Mes fhonld 1 falf + 1. now when the 
Child is Dea41 ? Produce jult Cauſe, or any 
© colour of Reaſon for that © If any of you arc 
'* capable fo to Co, Reaton 15 to tar frog 


'* Patronizing fuch a Vractice, that it quite 
abandons it; as carry:in 


 * 


in. Per- 
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2, © Perfe&t Faniy, and impertinent Folly 
« jn the facc thereof. Car 7/ bring him back 4- 
« vain? 5. toOlife. Kings can do much, in- 
« deed. And good Kings, in all reaſon, ſhould 
* be able to do more than other. (Now in 
* this number David was.) But this is above all 
« Mortal Art and Power. "The King of Kings 
« alone is ſufficient for ſach Work. 
3, To conclude: ** ] have other buſineſs, 
« and of far greater conſequence upon my 
© hands , faith this great Man. Inſtcad of 
« fooliſh and fruitleſs afflicting of my thoughts 
* in the bringing of him back; "tis my grand 
o concernment to bethink me of, and prepare 
- | 
eo US EE 
rate fern ab © urn is next; God only, 
ide, gem moe and no Mortal, knoweth. But 
ſabſequers ? ** this I know, that I mui? goto bim; 
gy Pat. © how ſoon 1 know not ; He can- 
of 6-48 ** not return to me, Here lics the 
Art of putting ſuch an Aﬀair into its right Me- 
thud. And proves the beſt Improvement of 
what we may account the worſt of Providences. 
So ſhall the loſs of ſome dear Friend tend to the 
ſaving of a dearer ſelf , our precious Soul, 
This is the Example of that Perſon, who 
was A Man after God's own heart ;, and who clic- 
where too, and in a worſer Caſe, was yet con- 
tent, That God ſhould do wno bim, as ſeemed g014 
in bus eyes, 2 Sam. 15, 26. 
And are not theſe ſuch Steps as are molt wor- 
thy to be trod in by us ? 


16 


g. Job. 
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$. Job, Next Ict us look on Job + On him this 
glorious Character is beſtowed, even by God 
himſelf, as to a very NONESUCH, uz. 
A perfett, and an upright man ; that feared God, 
and c/jchewed evil, Chap. 1. $. Nay, his Judge, 
and the Judge of all the World, declares him 
innocent, as to a Guilt deicerving fuch a Puniſh- 
ment as was falling cn him. And, for tull 
proof thereof, makes him a full Amends, and 
ample Reparation for all his Lofles, afterwards. 
Chap. 42. 10, &c. But that, as yct, could 
not come under the Suftcrer*'s Cognizance. 
Well: this 6 excellent as Perfon* Calamirties 
aſſault him like the Eillows of the Sca ; where 
furious Tempeſts force them foreward, one 
upon another's back, til all before them is 0+ 
verwelmed by thein. Firlt, the ha4 News of 
the Sabeans ferzing on his Oxen and his Aﬀes, 
and ſlaying of his Servants that attended them. 
Then, how the Lighrning had confumed his 
Sheep and Shepherds all together. Next, that 
the Chaldeans tell upcn his Camels, and deltroy- 
ed their Keepers roo, And laſt of all, (with 
ſcarcely a time to breathe between them, as we 
lay, ) the frighttful Death of bu Dearcit Cini- 
dren, Chap. 1. 14, 15, no fewer then feven 
Sons, and three Daughters, by the ſudden fall 
of an Houſe upon them, is brought unto his 
Fars. Now, when fo fad a Story, with all 
the frightful Circumlſta! ces of it, ſhall be con- 
ſidered ſeriouſly by us, ſhall not we be apt to 
Rart theſe queſtions : What feſb con'd bar it : 

C 
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what heart of ſteel but mu#t fink under it ? Well, 
grant the Caſe be inſupportable unto meer 
Humanity : yct, Nothing « too hard for God. 
Gen. 18. 14. For tho the fleſh and the beart doth 
faile, where He i the ſtrength of the beart, PC, 73. 
26. there is full ſupport notwithſtanding. Hs 
grace 1 ſuffictent, 2 Cor. 12. 9, and can give 
Conqueſt, and wake Triumphant, when the 
other 1s utterly overcome and routed. See 
kere a Proof ! Job is affected greatly, and his 
Soul, aftected deeply, God's band us very heavy 
wpon him. But "tis tar from driving him into 
Rebellion. The moſt humble Submiſſion is 
practiſed by him: He worſbiped, and ſaid, Na- 
hed came I out of wry mother's womb, and naked 
ſhall I return thuber, The Lord gave; and the 
Lord hath taken away * ard bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord, Job 2. 21. Where we ſee plainly ; 
1. He diſclaims his own right to any Mercies. 
2. Proclaims God's fole Intereſt in them alſo. 
3. Thanks him heartily for his Rod, as well as 
for his Sraff. And what lively Arguments are 
theſe of a Mind acquieſcing fully in God's good 
Pleaſure; altho' its one great Pain ? Thus 'twas 
with this good Man : Nay, when the Hurricane, 
that before had overturned his Eſtate, deſtroy- 
ed his Servants, and all his Children, reacheth 
at laſt his Perſon with a tremendous Judgment ; 
both an unuſual, and aniverſal kind of ſhameful, 
 loathſome, and painful leproſie, Job 2, 75, having 
_ advantage, to his other Afflictions, for 
orcing him uato lmpatience, and Deſperati- 
on; 
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on ; and when She that lay in his Boſom (and 
whoſe Duty "twas to have adminiſtred Help 
and Comfort to him, in h's Diftrefs,) inſtead 
of cooling, labours to inflame the Feaver of his 
Soul, and puts him upon Raving like a Bedlam, 
or a Devil rather, Verſc g. How doth he play 
the Man (ſhall 1 ſay) yea, witha Vertue more 
than manly, att the Sas ; and inſtead of be- 
ing overcome, comes off with Vidtory ? Thus, 
he both, juſtly rebukes his Wife, and vindicatcs 
God : T how ſpeakeft as one of the forlifh women 
ſpeaketh, What ? ſhall we rccerve good at the hand 
of God, and ſhall we not rictive evil, Verſe 10. 
© ©. D. Mult we be cocker'd fo, as to have all 
© Days, and no Nights ? the Sun ſhine conſtant- 
© ly, but not a Shower, ora Cloud ? T be Sum- 
* mer to laſt all the Year, and Winter never 
© take its turn ? molt fooliſh, fond, and proud 
© Preſumption ! That Aan's Humour ſhould 
© be ſtill complied with, and the Supream Pro- 
© vidence by no means croſs it ! Oh! the vile 
* Abſurdity, the prophane Impudence of the 
* Clay,to preſcribe unto the Potter ! Who doth 
* not know (when he remembers, that he is 4 
© Creature) and wifl not acknowledge, (if he 
* be a Chriſtian) that we are not to be Carvers 
* for ourſelves, but thankfully ſhould accept 
* the Portion given us? And, in a Journey to 
* the heavenly Kingdom, we ſhould be well 
* content, that foul Ways ſometimes, as well 
* as fair, ſhould fall uato our ſhare. *Tis bru- 
* tiſh, of the worſer kind, to ſtand gently at 
C 2 * the 
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* th2 Crib. but fling and throw at the Toke. Shall 
© God only ſtroak, and never ſtrike us ? Good 
Job, you hear, doth equally acquieſce in Good 
and Ew1/, from the hand of God. Arn Heaven- 
ly Temper, this ! And it would be our Honour, 
as "tis our Duty, to be like him, and make it 
ours ; eſpecially, fince we live in Goſpel-days, 
from whence he was at ſo great a diſtance. 

6. Hezekiah,] But we will proceed to the 
pio's Prince Hezekiah, him we ſhall find to be 
very much of this Celeſtial Grain likewiſe, ac- 
cording to that proportion his Afﬀictions held 
with thoſe fore-ſpoken of, *Tis true, he was 
a great deal ſhort of moſt of them in the point 
of ſuffering, but little inferiour unto any in 
that of Submiſſion, The Almighty ſends him 
word, and by a faithful Meſſznger, his Pro- 
phet Eſaiah, That the days ſhould come, that all 
in kis houſe, and what his fathers bad laid up in 
fiore, ſhould be carried to Babylon, ana nothing left. 
Moreover, that the fruit of his loins, bus ſons, 
ſhould be made captives there, and the vile#t of 
them Eunuchs, Chap. 39. 6, 7, 8. Now with 
this Plundering of his Treaſure, and Enſlaving 
of his Ifſne, we muſt neceſlarily admit, that a 
world of other Miſchiefs would be in compa- 
ny, becauſe a valt, and forreign, and a barba- 
rous Army was to do the Execution. And tis 
well known, that ſpoyling the Fruits, burn- 
ing the Houſes, deflouring the Virgins, and 
murthering the Subjects, with other horrid 


Villanies, are the EffeQs of War, and the De- 
lights 
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lights of bloody Enemies. Now it is plain, 
that this Divine Threat was pregnant with a 
numerous train of frightful Evils; altho” any 
ſingle one of them might have made work e- 
nough for the beſt of Men to have grappled 
with. How then doth Hezekiah acquit himſelf 
upon the Tydings ? Doth he exclaim of God, 
and cry out of his unequal Dealing with him ? 
Bad Men will do fo upon far lefs, and truly 
none, occaſion ; and put the Almighty (in his 
own Vindication) to make the Blow recoil up- 
on themſelves : Are not my ways equal ? Are not 
your ways unequal : Ezek. 18. 25, 29, Buthere 
was not one word, no, not a thought, to caſt 
an ill Reflection upon God : You ſhall hear him 
avow the contrary ; and inſtead of an Accu- 
ſation of him for the Meſſage, give a ſingular 
Approbation to it, Gcod (faith he to the Meſ- 
ſenger, not bad, ) «i the word of the Lord, which 
thou ba#t ſpoken, Ezek. 39. 8. notwithſtandin 
all the Terrour contained in it. A — 
Wretch will be apt to cavil thus : If this be 
good, then what is bad? But a godly Soul con- 
cludeth juſtly, that nothing but good can poſ- 
ſibly come from Goodneſs itſelf, And ſuch is 
God, being good to all: but wito them that love 
bim, making all to work for good. Thus was this 
good King aftetted ; and we ſhould Copy his 
Example out unto ourſelves. 
7. Our Blefſed S AV FOUR.] Bat what ſhall 
we ſay to our Bleſſed Lord ? He cometh next to 


be conſidered, according to that Order we 
C3 have 
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have purſued hitherto, and at the firſt propo- 
ſed. It the Members have done excellently, 
the Head will certainly ſurpaſs them all ! He 
taught, and liv'd this heavenly Leſſon of Sj- 
lence and Submiſſion unto G O D, in his whole 
courſe on Earth. It were beſide my Purpoſe, 
to inſiſt vpon his conſtant Doctrine, in the ve- 
ry worlt Diſtreſſes, To pofſef our ſouls in pati- 
ence, Luke 21, 19. And for his Practice, there 
is no occaſion to be large on that, neither: "tis 
ſo well known to every Perſon that is but or- 
dinarily verſed in the Holy Goſpel. His Suf- 
ferings, out of all doubt, conſidered with all 
the Circumſtances appertaining thereunts, are 
not to be paralell'd by any Inſtance that the 
Earih could ever afford, When we remem- 
ber how great and good he was z what meaſure, 
tho*, was meeted out unto him, and with what 
Contentment all that was bad, and the very 
worft, was put up by him; it muſt amaze us ! 
He was the GOD, that made, preſerved, 
and rules the World ; and will moſt certainly 
be its Judge at laſt. He took our Nature, and 
came among us; not to condemn us, or accuſe 
us, or to do any hurt at all unto us; but the 
greateſt good, (tho? we deſerv'd worlt Uſage 
at his hands,) viz. to be the Author of erer- 
nal Salvation to ws. Yet was he undervalu'd, 
reviled, and abuſed, at as bad a rate as it was 
poſſible for the ſpite of Earth and Hell to do 
it: He is ſeized on as a Malefaftor, when 


moſt innocent, and the greateſt Benefaftor the 
World 
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World ever had ; impriſoned, ſpit on, but- 
fetted, ſcourged, and crucified, as one of the 
worſt and vileſt of Offenders. But with what 
a calm and quiet Spirit doth he rake it all ? 
The Prophet E/ay foretold his meek and pati- 
ent Temper long before his Incarnation, ſay- 
ing, He was oppreſſed, and afflifted, yet be opened 
not his mouth : He u brought as a lamb to the ſlaugh- 
ter ;, and as a ſheep before his ſhearer us dumb, ſo 
he opened not his mouth, Ef. 53.7, We all know 
the quietneſs of thoſe harmleſs, and molt uſe- 
ful Creatures, under the Butcher's hand and 
knife, Alas! with how much eaſe could the 
Lord Jeſus have frown'd his Enemies Bodies 
tothe Grave, andtheir Souls to Hell: or Both 
at once unto the place of everlaſting Tor- 
ments ? And it had been ſurely done; but 
that his Lamb-like Soul abhorr'd, File Mortals 
ſweet revenge. He alſo knew it was his Fa- 
ther*s Will, that the Juit ſhould ſuffer for the 
Unjuit, 1 Pet. 3.18; and from them too; 
and unto him he thus ſubmits himſelf ; Noe 
my Will, but thine be done, Luke 22. 42. He 
wall not chuſe for himſelf : but takes with 
great content, what God is pleas'd to carve 
unto him. Nay, when his ſervant Peter would 
by a valiant and a righteous Force have reſcn- 
ed him; he bids him hold his hand; and for 
this reaſon ; It was his Father's pleaſure, chat 
he ſhould thus ſuſter, and he ought not hinder 
his molt ready compliance with it ; The Cup 
which my Father hath given me, ſhall | not drink 

C 4 it ? 
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i? John 18. 11. Thus hath our Saviour 
walk'd before us, breaking the Ice, and pa- 
ving the Way unto us; that we, with leſs re- 
gret, and greater eaſe might go after him. 
This is St. Perer's obſervation : Cbri#t ſuffered 
for us, leaving us an example, that we ſhould fol- 
low his ſteps, Who, when be was reviled, reviled 
rot again ;, when he ſuffered, threatned not : but 
comimred himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly, 
r Per. 2.21,23. And if we abide in Chritt, 
in this his Partzezce, as well as other Vertues, 
we onght to walk, as be walked, 1 John 2. 6. 

8. Paul. To conclude Examples : The Ho- 
ly Apoſtle Paul was an ingenious Scholar, and 
very apt Diſciple to his moſt excellent Maſter 
and Inftructer, the ever Bleſſed Jeſus. Pray 
maitk how he had conn'd his Leſſon, and got- 
ren it perfectly by heart too, by his own pro- 
ROE : feſſion : I have * learned (faith 

Ss a wot \ 

a rd in whatſoever eſtate I am, 
and Exerci, herewith to be contented , Phil. 
and Care, 4-11. In Health, and Plenty; 
s, Chry/. in loc. in Peace and Liberty, this is no 

difficult Leſſon, all Men know. 
But in the caſe of Sickneſs, Poverty ; loſs of 
Friends, Eſtate, of Liberty; or in the danger 
of Life : how many then will quickly cry out, 
This is an hard ſaying : who can bear it ? ' I an-* 
{wer them: Such a one as Paul can ds it. And 
further ; he that hath been taught of God, and 
bath learned the truth, as it ts in Jeſus : even He 
can Co it alſo, If all the World ſhould frown 


upon 
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upon them ; if Midnight-Darkneſs hide all 
Comforts from them; if neither Sun,nor Moon, 

"nor Stars appear unto them ; yet theſe People 
are able to retire within themſelves ; or ra- 
ther, run into the Name of the Lord; and All is 
well. For the Name of the Lord is a ſtrong T ower ; 
the righteous runneth into it, and is ſafe ;, ſaith S9- 
lomon, Prov. 18.10, This alſo made the ho- 
ly Apoſtle ſay ; He could do all things, through 
Chri#t that ſtrengthen'd bim, Phil, 4 13. And 
the Context ſheweth, that this Doing chiefly 
reſpeQeth Suffering. Wherein Chrilt's Pre- 
ſence with the Soul converts Complaints into 
Thankſgivings, and Repinings to Rejoycings. 
The Church of old makes a clear Proof of this : 
Altho the Fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall 
fruit be is the Vine ;, the labour of the Olive ſhall 
fail, and the Field ſhall yield no meat ;, the Flock 
ſhall be cut off from the Fold, and there ſhall be 
mo Herd in the Stall : Yet I will Rejoyce in the 
Lord, I will Yoy in the God of my Salvation, 
Habak. 13, 18. And how arc Murmuring, 
and Impatience ſent into Exile” then ; never 
to take harbour in ſuch Breaſts,as theſe ? Well, 
now we know, how quiet, and at-what hearts 
eaſe, the holy Apoſtle was in in the worſt con- 
dition, He was content! And what are Any, 

'or the very Beſt of us, that in our Sufferings 
we ſhould not bring our Minds to that Sedate- 
neſs, wherein his was, who was ſo much Above 
w ? The plainreaſon is: Becauſe, in Grace, 
weare ſo much Beneath him, 


Re- 
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Recapitularion.} Now, looking back upon | 


this Cloud of Witneſſes, we muſt acknow- 
ledge ; that they all conſpire to ring it loudly 
in our ears: Let Patience have its perfett Work 
within you, whatcver Diltreſles lye upon you. 
If we are Real Chriſtians, to be Meek with 
Moſes ;, to hold our Peace with Aaron ; leave 
God to himſelf with E/; ; poſſeſs our thoughts 
with our own approaching End, as David did ; 
to bleſs God's Name for our Adverſity, as 
well for Proſperity, after Job's example ; ap- 
prove his Methods, altho ſevere, in a compli- 


ance with Hezekiab; ſubmit our Wills entire- | 


ly unto his; as was our Saviour's holy Practice : 
and laſtly, to learn with the great Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles; in all eſtates to be contented. If 
God ſee meet to take away Eſtate, to be 
content ; if Name, content ; if Health, con- 
tent; if Liberty, Friends, or Children, nay, 
Father, Husband, or Wite, dear to us as our 
ſelves ; yea, or life it ſelf ; to be Contented ſtill. 
Whateyer Diſtreſs the gracious Providence 
ſhall bring us to, it is our Duty, after the 
Examples of all theſe Famous Werthies (Chriſt 
Jeſus Soldiers) and the Captain of their and 
our Salvation himſelf; to learn the Doftrine 
of my Text : To be dumb,and open not our mouth ; 
and that, becauſe God doth it. 


And ſo much of the Examples. 
II, Ar + 
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IT. Arguments.) Now for Powerful Argu- 


| ments, which will evince the neceſſary Obliga- 


tions that Piovs People do lye under, to bear 
Aﬀitions withour Impatience, and a Quiet 
Mind. There are but five I ſhall make ute of: 


' but that which bringeth up the Rear, if I may 


not ſay, *twill prove a Mother of Nations; at 
leaſt, *rwill ſhew, it hath a Teeming Womb, 
and bring us forth a double Number to the 
whole Tale mention'd. 

They are theſe in brief: 1. Hereby they are 
conformed to the Beſt of Saiats, and in their 
Beſt Condition, on the Earth. 2. The firſt 
and ſecond Birth do Both diſpoſe to Troubles. 
3. Impatience is ſo far from helping then, that 
it doth more hurt. 4. There is Undouhred 
Good unto the Godly at the Bottom of all they 
ſuffer. And 5ly ; *T the Lord that ſendeth their 
Diſtreſſes to them. 

Arg. 1. Good Chriſtians ſhould bear with 
Patience their Diſtreſſes ; becauſe They bur con- 
form them to the bet of Saints, , PO | 
and in their Beft Condition upon annie ft 
Earth. Then why ſuch ſore Com- 1 pure vccidi- 
plaints among them ? Had there ror, Zacob fuga- 
been formerlyno famous Inftances Joſeph ve 
given to this Purpoſe; who, that Jig, 
hath only taſted Holy Scriptures perpyuiruygec, 
can be ignorant : that * Patri- $. Cypr. de 
archs, Prophers, and Apoſtles, had Exhort. Mort. 


Generally Chis Meaſure meted out ©P: Shs 
unto 
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unto them ; nay, preſſed down, ſhaken together, 
and raming over ;, eſpecially to the Lat, and 
I may ſay, the Bei of them, our Lord's moſt 
dear Diſciples? *Tis certain that St. Paul faith; 
not barely, that They were appointed to afflitions, 
1 Thefſ. 3,3 ; but thathe thought, God had ſer 
Them forth as Men appointed to death it ſelf : for 
they were mad*, in their Sufferinzs, 4 Speftacle 
tothe World (the upper and the lower) of An- 
gels,and Men t00,1 Cor.4.9.And ſhould it now be 
accounted a grievous matter for the Succeſſors 
to be like theic Predeceſſors? What ? Are we 
better than they? Alas! How much beneath 
them? Whoſe Modeſty will not prompt him 
freely to confeſs himſelt far ſhorter of them in 
real worth, than heis in time behind them ? 
And, pray now; do we not all deſire to be 
Partakers with them, ia point of Profit; and 
ſhall we grudge our ſhare of Pains ? Would 
we arrive at the bleſſed Harbour where they 
are driving an heavenly Trade; and yet re- 
fuſe to crols the ſwelling Waves after them ? 
Is it fit and equal, that we ſhould ſettle in 
their Canaan, without the Troubles and the 
Dangers of that Wilderneſs, which they have 
paſs'd, and is the ſtrait way to it? If we 
have hopes to be ſuch as They in Heaven, it 
muſt not be grudg'd, if we be like them on 
the Earth. How proper is it, that a Simili- 
tude ſhould be berwixt the Fellow-members ? 
And how much more, with the Head it ſelf ? 


Is it not written, Heb. 2. 10, That the o_ 
0 


— 
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of our ſalvation was made perfett thro” ſuffering: ? 
He pur not on his Crown, but going from the 
pſt | Crof : nor ſat he on the Throne, before he had 
h; © hung upon the Tree. And ſhall it be thought 


xs, | intollerable, or any thing hard ;, to follow ſach 
ot a Leader ? And unto ſuch a Tourney's End ? 

or Bur, as I ſaid before, Saints luſtering State 
le | was beit unto them : even ſoit 15. The Kiddle 
» was of old ; that the Eater affords meat, and 


e the ſtrong ſweerneſ. Judg, 14. 14. And truly, 

0 good Men's ſorrows on Earth bring ſolace down 

e |: from Heaven unto them. When the Knife 

) was putting to /ſaac's I hroat by the ſad Father ; 

1 an Angel comes and puts a Ram into his room, 

unto his greater joy , Ger. 22, 14 As a fa- 

ther pittizth bus children ;, ſo the Lord doth them that 

fear him, For he knoweth our frame ; he remem- 

breth that we are but duit, Parents are wont to 

be molt render totheir weak, and fickly Ones : 

others can make a better ſhift. And ſhall 

= not he that puts thele Bowels into them to- 

; wards theirs, have them much more within 

himſelf to His? What tho” a Mother Should 

| forget her ſucking babe ;, Eſa. 49. 15. (and ſuch, a 

Worſe-thing-than-a-Brute, is found ſumctimes 

in Humane ſhape) God will not, cannot ds (1. 

+ Weread, that ſuffering Saints are ſaid to Glory 

in tribulations. And Glorying # no ſign of Gri- 

ving and Fepining. How ſhould impatient La- 

mentations be able then to keep their Ground ; 

When light affliftions, and for 4 moment, work 4 
far more exceeding and external weight of glory ? 


This 
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This is the 1ſt Argament, And the 2d will 
prove like unto it. 

Arg. 2. Diltreſſes ſhould not raiſe great 
Storms, and Tempeſts in the pious Soul ; be- 
cavſc our F wit, and ſccond Birth do, both, diſpoſe 
2s to them, As we are Mes, and Chriſtians, they 
are the Lot appointed for us. And ought we 


not; and therefore, to be quiet under them? | 


How great's the Folly ; to be fo diſturbed, at 
what is not to he avoided ? Afar, now, « 


born to trouble, as the ſparks fly upward; as we | 


heard, at 7, was ſpoken by Holy Job. And 
all Men know ; neither Art, nor Force can 
make the Flames deſcend; bur they are always 
mounting upward. That is the Nature of them 
Wherefore to be Impaticnt under Trouble is to 
be quarreliag with the Almighty Majeſty, by 
whom a Humane Body and a Rational Soul is 
beſtowed on us. And fo there is Ingratitude, 
and Rebellion link'd together. Thus to re- 
quite him, that brought them out of nothing 
by meer Bounty ; and by the ſame, hath made 
them capable of injoying all things, and the 
beſt of all ; Hu blefſed ſelf for ever : if they 
wall be ruled by him. 

And for the ſecond Birth : it commonly hath 
the throws, and pangs of a travelling Woman : 
and, often, worfſer far. General Experience 
makes a proof of this. However, in growing 
up unto Maturity there is no eſcaping of Ad- 
verlity: Through much tribulation (faith St. Paul) 
we mult enter the king dom of God. We muit : = 

neceſ- 


a T3 »» 


b, 
$ 
. 
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neceſſarily, and nnavoidably fo. Heaven is on 
high: and it is hard to climban Hill ; a ſteep, 
and long one, eſpecially. The Lungs will la- 
bovr ; Feet will faulrer ; and Bones will ake, in 
doing ir, Were there no Difficulty in our way 
to Glory, and we met no I roubles in our Tra- 
vel thither, we might indeed be caled, and ac- 
counted Chriſtians : but how we ſhonld be really 
ſo; 1 mean, Legirimare Cinldyen nnto God, is hard 
to manifeſt and may very well be doubted, from 
the holy Apoſtle's words, who faith; Heb. 12. 
$, 6,7, &c. My ſon, d: (ſe not thou the chaſtening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of bins. 
For whom the Lord loverh be chaſtneth ; and ſcourg- 
&h every jon whom be recerveth + If ye endure cha- 
ſteming, God dealeth with you #5 with ſans ; for what 
jon 1 be whom but father chaſtnerh not ? But if ye 
are without chaſtifement, whereof all arc parta- 
ters, then are you baſtards, and nor ſons, bet 
now a diltrefied Chriſtian ferioutly ponder 
this; and let him mor Bagger through Unbelicf ; 
and 'ris not poſſible for Diſcontent to keep its 
poſt any longer in his Heart. Let him be 
ſtrong in Fanh, and this will turn his Crof 

into Crowns; and make what's bitrer to rhe 
outward, reliſh fweetly ro the inward Man. 
Now if ever, the Apoltle's words will be cer- 
tainly verified with the upright, tho” afflicted, 
Perſon : We faint not, but the our ontwerd man 
ſhould periſh, yer the rr ard man it renewed day 
by day, 2 Cor. 4. 16. Farth's Da lings, and 
who have ther portzon only in the life, cannot a- 
avoid 
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void a world of Miſcries : and ſhall Heaven": 
Off-pring be diforder'd at abiding what both 
Grace and Nature hath prepared for them ? 
Eſpecially, fince Truth it felf hath plainly told 
them, That their Afliction is but a certain 
l oken of GoC's Aﬀettion. 


Now, ſurely; there is no reaſon for Repi- ' 


ming, but occalon rather of Kejoyeing. 

Arg. 3. Impaticnce is fo far from doing ſervices 
to w wn our Sufferings, that it makes our Caſe « 
great deal worjer than it was before ;,, and bringeth 
many, and very evil Incorvemences with t, Ima- 

gine, that under a fore Diſtreſs 
ag we ſhould make hoarſe our throat 
mals eraanrar; With crys, and drown our bed 
fed ut malarres- with tears, and crack our brain 
wr patiantsr. with cares, and break our heart 


S. Aug. de Va- ; | 
Aug. de V4 ith highs and groans : what | 


—— cw Upſhot be of all this 
pitiful Paſſion ? Would fuch a Courſe, fo 
void of Reaſon and Religion, prove an efte- 
Qual Relief unto us ? Would the loſs of Live- 
lihood be hereby repaired ? A bodily Sickneſs 
be recovered ? The Life of a decceafked Friend 
again reſtored ? Or any Calamity, whatever, 
be removed ; or ſo much as caſed ? Alas ' 
poor filly Creatures as we are! what do we 
elſe by ſuch a Procedure, but plainly imitate 
the folly of the Fly, when "tis iatangled in the 
Spider's Web: She makes a Noiſe, and 15 

reatly Fluttering ; and hampers herſelf hcrc- 


the faſter in that Net; and becomes a 
ſoonc: 


_— 
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ſooner Prey to him that ſpread it. Methinks 
we are reſembled firly by the corded Beaſt 
whoſe head the Axe, and heart the Butcher's 
Knife hath ſtruck ; which, the more it ſtrug- 
gles, filly Wrereb, the faſter letteth out its lood, 
ind hfe therewith together. Such is the na- 
tural Iſſue of Mens Impatience : They look for 
peace, and there is no good ; for a time of healing, 
ard behold trouble. The Benefit, which they 
promiſe, proves a Dammage to them. Un- 
doubtedly, a manifold Miſchicf flows from 
hence, How can the Offices of Love and Ser- 
vice be diſcharged, as they ought to be, unto 
Relations, by a Mind difordered, and unhing'd 
by this Diſtemper ? Expect, as ſoon, a Man 


, that hath a Paliie, or is Bedrid, ſhould fetch 


you Food, or make your Fire. Belide, it © 
aftets the Body, that ſometimes Death irfclf is 
quickly calFd unto it : always the Seeds there- 
of, in liogring Sickneſſes, are deeply rooted 
in it, And how natuned the Sou! muſt neceſ- 
larily be, and bar'd its attiag with ſpiritual 
life, and vigour, is very cably underſtood : 
The griefs, and cares, and fears are apt to 
vſher in Deſpair ; but certainly drive out 
Faith, and Hope, and Love. To conclude, he 
that is thus captivated, cannot be capable to 
pay duc Homage to his God. How ſhould he, 
as becomes him, fear his Threats, obey his Pre- 
cepes, truſt in his Promiſes, and rejoyce before 
him with Thankſgiving ? 1 will fay but this: Im- 
patience, and Murmuring under the Hand of 
D ”"T, 
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God is a great Aﬀront unto his bleſſed Maje- 
ſty ; and cannot be well taken by him. Nay, 
he hath often ſer the Marks of his Diſpleaſare 
on it. 1 will paſs by that which 
* Exod.15,7, * Moſes once and again hath re- 
+ n corded thereof : remembring you 
- " only of the Apoſtlc's Cantion to 
the Cormmthians, Newher murmur ye, 
as ſome of them alſo murmured, and were deſtroyed 
of the deſtroyer, 1 Cor. 10. 106. We may con- 
clude of tiizs (wherewith I cloſe the Argu- 
ment): it we belong to God, and are diſſatis- 
hed at his Dealings with us, we lay a kind of 
force upon him: Either to keep us longer in hus 
Furnace, or to remove ws thence with our Drofs upon 
w. And ſurcly the Choice is not the beſt, on 
either ſlide, Wherefore we mult rebuke Im- 
patience : and the rather, for that—— 

Arg. 4. There is undoubted Good at the 
bottom of all Afictions to the truly Godly. 
Then, what pretence for Diſconteatment un- 
der them ? Had they their riſe from an Heart 
replete with Vengeance, Rage, and Fury to- 
wards us; and were they the Blows of a bloo- 
dy Enemy, that ain''d at nothing lefs than our 
utter ruine ; our Caſe were then ſo ſad, that 
*twould be hard to find out Comfort for vs : 
and ſeem unequal, to condemn a turbulent Car - 
riage in Diſtreſſes. But, bleſſed be GOD, 
things go at quite another rate : The Cloud 
that is Darknef nnto Egypt, us Light to Iſracl, 
Exod. 14. 20, The Devil and his Angels, who 

may 
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may be Executioners to the rightcous and good 
Providence in our Suſferings, are none other- 
wiſc than molt malignantly diſaftected to God's 

People. Yet, how bloodily foever they are 
bent ; and whatſoever Miſchicf they are per- 
mitted to effect : that which happens, is not 
what their Malice doth deſign, but what Gqd's 
Mercy doth dire&. The Axe never heweth ; 

bot when, and as, the Carpenter ſtrikes there- 
with. And the ſharpeſt Sword will fetch no 
Elood, but from the Hand that wields, and 
ſmireth with it. But Men, and evil Spirits 
too, are Tools, which God, (as far as it is plea» 
ling to him) maketh vſc of : And he lays them 


'* by again, as he thinks good; and rhex they 


mult be quiet in ſpite of all their , 

Ci nah, The Condition of ho- OP HY 
ly * Job doth make this evident. Pi. 17. 13, 14- 
And both the Pſalmiſt, and the E\-10- 5,5, 7, 
Prophet Efay, plainly declare as ** 

much. $So that who, or whatever brings a Ca- 
lamity to us ; we mult conclude, *tis feat of 
God for good, And, if we wiſcly attend our 
Duty, "twill be with us, as = — 

with || Themftocles, Better |H<inhis wry 
7 0u7 trouble, than without it, Mes. ECTS 
This is not peradventure, emwycould afford; aid 


preſently, perceived by us, . his Servanus, 8 Sw, 
' e n one, 
in every Iryal. Nor do Face! aotunOd 


the Sick, or Wounded, at ;,.. plur. Them. 

the firſt or ſecond, or (may # 

be) many applications of the moſt proper and 
D 2 ſove- 
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ſoveraign Medecines to them, forthwith re- 
ceive a Cure, or find Eaſe thereon, Howe- 
ver, 'tis better with them ; becauſe they are 
in the ready way thereto. And is it not egre- 
* gious Folly to exclaim againſt, or have hard 
thoughts of, either Do&tor or Surgeon, for a 
griping Belly, or a ſmarting Leg, when *tis to 
ave the Life, and to recover Health ? Should 
Sufferers be ſo far from benefit in their Trou- 
bles, that they do not yet fo much as under- 
ſtand the meaning of them : why, they ſhould 
know that the Golden Oar is cover'd with 
coarſer Earth ; and it will ask both pains and 
patience to dig deep enough to reach it. And 
our bleſſed Saviour's words to his Servant Pe- 
ter, are very applicable here: What I do, thou 
knoweFt not yet ;, bur ſhalt know hereafter, Joh. 13. 
7. Wait then with quietneſs; and thou wilt 
ſooner find the Treaſure. But if thou quarrel 
with thy Medicines, and ſtorm at him that 
doth apply them, it muſt be longer, if cer, 
thou get a Cure; when a ſubmiſſive Spirit will 
ſoon be healed. God mnſt be met, in his own 
: way. As he || comes not in a great 
|| 1 Kings 19. p,00g Wind ; nor in the frightful 
Is wg . 
Earthquake; nor in the furious Fire : 
but in the ſtill ſmall Voice : we muſt attend him 
alſo with a ſtill and quiet Spirit. Turbulent | 
Paſſions in the Soul, are like loud Noiſes, and | 
deafning Clamours at the Ears. Theſe marr 
the Hearing, and ſo the Underſtanding. Hence 
tis, that in ſuch a Larry we cannot wy 1 


» 
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Rod, and who hath appointed it, Mic. 6.9; ſoas 
to underſtand, ay the good God 
means us by it. Yet good is ſurely meant 
thereby. What prudent Father ever did cor- 
re& his Child, . but for his benefit ? And how 
ſhould Infinite Wiſdom, with equal Love, have 
any other Aim ? Aſflictions are God's File, to 
rub off the ruſt of Sin that it may not rot our 
Souls. His Fan, to ſcatter far away the Dult 
and Chaff, which are apt to bury our Grain in 
Uſeleſneſs. Yea, and his Furnace too, where 
the Droſs and Tin is ſever'd, that the Mettal 
may be pure and bright. Are not all theſe for 
| 65 many good ? But the Apoſtle is expreſs, 1n 
aying, That tho' ſome men corrett for pleaſure ; 
God chaſtens us for our profit, Heb. 12. 10. And 
the Pſalmiſt had the proof upon himſelf, for 
he profeſſeth, Pſal. 119. 71. *Twas good for him 
that he was afflitted. For he was gone aſtray be- 
fore that met bim, and brought him back to God. 
And how far he might have wander'd, to the 
utter loſing of his Way ; had not his wild Car- 
reer been ſtopt by the Rod of God, who can 
tell? Certain *tis, that long Proſperity is a 
Bait to all Impiety ; and no Affliction oft-times 
proves the very worſt Aſflition : Yea, and Im- 
punity the greateſt Puniſhment. Therefore 
God rhreatned, in his high Di- 
ſpleaſure, Noe ro puniſh the daugh- _— as. 
ters, nor the wives in Iſrael for their — hg = 
whoredoms ;, to ſtrike Judah no more : | 
and let Ephraim alone in his idolatry. When |, 
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Providence ſmiting of a Pious Man with Lame- 
neſs onely, deligns preventing his running 
away from God : or with Bodily Sickneſs, *tis 
for preſerving his Soul in, or recovering it to, 
Health. Such Mens Loſſes of Temporal Riches, 
arc for ſecuring Eternalto them : and Death's 
removal of their Earthly Friends, is for re- 
newing, and falter ſertling their Friendſhip 
with the Reavenly Majeſty. Nay, and their 
own approaching End ſerves for preparing 
them unto an Endleſs Bliſs. 

And where's the Cauſe now of Complain- 
ing ? How great's the reaſon, rather, of Re- 
joycing : at lealt, of Silence, and Submiſſon ? 
Eſpecially, when the 5th and laſt Argument 
ſhall be conſidered, 

Arg. 5. Thou, Lord, didft it. And this is 
what the Royal Pſalmiſt orgeth in my Text. 
Which only (tho our Proverb aptly faith, 
Store's no Sore) in mine opinion, might be 
ſufficient to give repoſe and quiet to a tincere 
Chriſtian in his greateſt troubles; ſuppoſe it 
be conlidered in its juſt extent. Should I pro- 
nounce it like the Tower of David, bailded for 
«# Armory, wherein there hung a thouſand Buck- 
lexs, all Shields of mighty Men ;, it were not ſpo- 
ken much amiſs. I'm ſire *tis no Hyperbole, 
inſtead of calling it a ſingle Argument, to ſay 
an Heap of thoſe are lodg'd therein. For with 
a little Patience ycu ſhall ſe it bringing forth 
at leaſt One Decade of them. Only 'tis requi- 


* ſite, that we ſhould retrieve our former 
thoughts 
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thoughts upon the words, and with this ſhort 
Improvement. Thou, Lord, did it ; ſeemeth 
to make the holy Prophet after this manner to 
addreſs himſelf to God: © © Lord, / ftilPd my 
Soul, and ſtopt my Mouth under my doleful Caſe ;, 
© becauſe no Luck, or Chance without me, none Evil 
© Accident on me, none Inadvertency or Preſump- 
© rjon in me; no Luſts of Men, or Rage of Devils 
* againit me, was the Prime Cauſe of my Calami- 
© ry. Whatſoever Miſchief nune Enemnes, or my 
* ſinful Self, might be wiſtrumental in unto me ; 
© "twas only as thy Tuſtice, and thy Goodneſs gave 
* Commiſſion, or Permiſſion thereunto, Whence, 
© mine Impaticnce were nothing elſe but Quarelling 
* at thy Providence, Therefore was | ſilent, 
both as to Words and T houghts too : Becauſe 
Thou, Lord, did it. 

1, Now the Firſt-Born of this Argument 
ſhews it thus: 7 hou, Lord, didft it : Thou, 
whoſe we are, All, and Every of us: the very 
Work of thine own Hands. We are the Clay,and 
thou our Potter, Eſay 64. 8- And who can juſt- 
ly take offence at thee, for doing _ 

pf - are nt your 
as thou pleaſeft with thine own ? ,, | co. 
Mat. 20.15. If the Potter make 5. 1g. 
one Veſſel of finer Earth than he We are th? 
doth another : and appointeth £45, Rom. 
this for the common lervice of '* * 
the Kitchin, when that is to be ſet up in the 
Cloſet; where is the reaſon to complain ? 
Nay, if one, or more, or many of them be bro- 
ken into Potſherds by him; is he not without 
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controul for that ? Althe Himſelf be not ; yer 
T hey are his own, But we are much more God? : 
to be Jealt with by him, az it ſeemeth good 
unto him. So, if the Husbandman will put 
one Parcel of his Sheep into rich Paſtures, 
when the reſt can hardly live upon the barren 
Common : and fatten ſome of his working 
Cattel with Food and Reſt, for Weeks and 
Months together ; whilſt conſtant Labour and 
coarſer Provender make others leaner thag a 
Rake (as we ſay): who ſhall call him to ac- 
count for this? Are they not his own ? But 
we have no ſuch property in what is called 
Ours: as the Almighty hath in «s, In truth, 
we are but Srewards : He Abſolute Lord. We 
are, All; the Higheſt in the World, reſpon- 
ſible unto God : but God to None. Then at 
what rate ſoever it pleaſeth him to deal with 
us; tho he afflict us ſorely in our Perſon, Re- 
lations, or Eftate ; our Duty isto ſay, We muſt 
be dumb, becauſe thou, Lord, did#t it. 

2. Thou, Lord, didft it. Who canſt do what- 
ſoever thou wilt do; and none can hinder 
thee. Thy whole pleaſure ſhall be eftefted ir 

Heaven, and Earth, the Seas, and 
_ — all deep places ,, nor us there any 
bard for Hy thing 09 bard for thee, Plal.1 35-0. 

And, Lord, if thou ſendeſt one 
Affliction on me ; it might have been an hun- 
dred. Haſt thou withdrawn one choiceſt Mer- 
cy ; why is there any left? Say, that the com- 
fort of our Life were gone : why hath not v 
Lite 
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Life it ſelf raken wing, and flown away toge- 
ther withic? Should we ſay, Nay; would that 
have prevented ir? Or was there Power <- 
nough, or Craft at leaſt, with us, to have pur 
a Bar to? Who is fo great a Fool, as toen- 
tcrtain ſuch Thoughts? Let God once ſpeak 
the word ; *tis inſtantly done, Ezek. 12. 25. 
If he command Eſtate, or Health, or Liberty,or 
Friends away; if he require aur Soul: can we 
compel, perſwade, or intreat the longer ſtay 
of any of them? Admit ir then, that it may 
go hard with us in ſome reſpe&ts: why is ir 
better ; wherefore not bad, or at the very 
worlt, in al? He that hath only given a gen- 
tle laſh upon our Hand, conld have cut off our 
Head ; or ſtab)'d us at the Heart; if that had 
been his mind. How eaſic were it for Almigh- 
ty Power ſotodo? And is not God thus fur- 
niſhed ? Wherefore, well might the holy Pſal- 
miſt ſay in his diſtreſs, and the very belt of us 
ſay after him upon the like occation; 1 was 
dumb, I open'd not my mouth ;, becauſe thou, Lord, 
did3t it. 

g. Thou, Lord, didft it. Thou haſt ſeen it 
meet to take (ſuppoſe) One Mercy from us : 
but yet halt left us Many : Nay, haſt beſtowed 
Hundreds, Thouſands on us! For thy compaſ- 
ſions never fail ;, but are new every morning, Larn. 
3. 23. And thou doit Encompaſi them, thas truly 
truft jt thee, with mercy, Plal. 32.10. When 
we, with grief remember, what a Bleſſing we 
have loſt ; ſha!l we forge: the while thoſe many 

others 
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others which we ftill injoy ? What Favours, 
much above all reckoning, dolt thou, O Lord, 
aſtord,for Soul and Body too? Unto our ſelves 
and Friends likewiſe ? If we be real Chri- 
ſtians, we then muſt be Diſciples to the Pſal- 
miſt ; and ſay our Leſſon that he teacheth ; 
Flow precio are thy thoughts wito me, O God? 
Hyw great is the ſum of them? If I ſhould count 
them, they are move 1n number than the ſand, Pſal. 
139. 17,18, Thatonly one, which is worth 
ten thouſand others; the Gift of thy bleſled 
Son, to die for our offences, riſe for our juſt ifica- 
07, and at thy right-hand to live, for making 
wnterceſſion for us ; that we may have Pardon, 
Pity ; Support and Comfort und-cr all our 
Preſſures; What an Invaluable Mercy is it ! 
\Ve have God's ſure Promiſe, T hat be will ne- 
wer leave, nor ſorſake bis People , Heb. 13. 5- 
till he hath brought them through the Wil- 
derneſs of this World in ſafety to the hea- 
venly Canaan. God gave his Son unto this ve- 
ry purpoſe. And as Joſhua, who was the Type 
of Jeſus, led the Carnal! 1ſract into the Promiſed 
Land Below; fo Jeſus, by him typifed, will 
certainly condutt the Spiritual 7ſrael into that 
Above. Oh, Raviſhing Bleſſing! And the very 
Q1inteſſence of all Bleſſings! Able to make a 
Pious Soul Rejoyce in ſpire of Sorrow ; and 
ro triumph in its Tribalations. To be ſure; 
it will, and myſt have influence on him in his 
Sufferings, to ſay with David; Lord, I am 
dumb : becauſe thou djd#t we. 

4+. T hon, 
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4. Tho, Lord, didſt it, Who, notwithſtand- 
ing, haſt made it better with us; much bct- 
ter, than with many others, much our better, 
Imagine ſome of us have loſt a fair Eſtate : 
there are thoſe good People who, with their 
Eſtate, have loſt their Health too. Say, thou 
art ſick : why ſuch a Friend, or Neighbour, or 
Acquaintance at the lcaſt, is lick and lame 
withal : and ſome (poor Souls) with Porer- 
ty into the bargain. Admit, that thou haſt 
parted with One dear Relation: Many are 
they, that have lolt Many ſuch ; and fome 
All. If Death hath ſnatch'd away one Child 
from thee : there arc thoſe that have none lefc 
them now, tho time was, they had many. 


, Hath the Juft Providence removed an Afﬀt-- 


ctionate Mother from thee ? There are not a 
few whom it harh bercaved of ſuch a Father. 
And ſeveral that it hath made Orphans ; de- 
ſtirute boti of Father, and of Mother roo. If 
a Good Man's Help-mcet be gone : there are 
Pious Women that have had their Head taken 
from them, Whoever thou art that truly 
feareſt God, and art too much complaining 
of thy Infelicity, be but perſwaded to leave 
off poring only on thy ſelf, and look abroad 
a little ; and thou ſhalt find, Thou halt the 
light ſide of the Cloud, when many others mult 
be contented with the dark. Remember that 
moſt excellent Perſon, who ſtandeth upon 
Scripture-Record with this molt ſad Com- 
plaint of his to God, Lover, and friend bait 
thou 
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thou put far from me, and mine ---Similes aliv- 
acquaintance into darknefs, Pal, —_— 
88, 18: and ſurely then upon #re,, Ovid. 
the whole, thou muſt acknow- "Mer 14. 8. 
ledge, that thou oughteſt to 

ſay ; I will ſay nothing : becauſe thou, Lord, 

ir, 

5. Thou, Lord, didi# it. Thou, who art a- 
bundantly able to ſupply my greateſt Wants; 
ſupport me under my heavieſt Loads; repair 
me for my greatcſt Loſſes. 1s any thing too hard 
for God, wuh whom all things are poſſible, Gen, 
18. 14, Matth, 19. 26, I grant; were any 
one's Neceſſities unrelievable ; his Burdens in- 
ſupportable ; or his Damages irrepairable ; 
the Caſe of fuch a Perſon were very lamen- 
table! But good and wiſe Chriſtians do Al 
know better things. And to tie Upright Man ; 
that God, who is his Conſtant Hope, both Can, 
and Wilt, moſt certaily prove his Effettual 
Help. 1s it not promiſed ; My God ſhall ſupp! 
all your Need _— to bus Riches ? Phil, 
4-19. And we are aſſured of his Sufficiency in 
the laſt words, as of his Good-will in thoſe 
foregoing. And how pundctually was it made 
good to holy Job after all his long and diſmal 
Sufferings : when his latter end was better than 
bis beginning ? Job 42. 12. All was made good 
in kind to him, that had before been taken 
from him. And the Lord*s Hand is not ſhortned 
now , nor his Heart hardned, neither : but, if 
that be beſt, he can, and will do ſo again, ” 
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ſuffering Saints of the preſent Age alſo. Had 
Job's Condition never to have been match'd in 
future Times, wherefore ſhould the holy A- 
poſtle James, Jam. 5. 11. direct our eyes point 
blank on this Example for our encouragement 
in Aflitions ? But ſo, you know, he doth, 
However, God will never fail to make up e- 
very Loſs unto his faithful Ser- 

vants, in value, where 'tis not fit _ 73+ 26. 
it ſhould be don2 #: kind. Him- tone? mh 
ſelf, if all be gone beſides, will 

be, and is his People's Porrizon. And is not 
this ensugh, and infinitely the better Share ! 
Who that's afflited but mult ſay : 7 am dumb ; 
becauſe thou, Lord, didit ut ? 

6. Thou, Lord, didit it. Thou took'ſt away 
my deareſt Relations (whether Husband, Wife, 
Father, Mother, Child, or Friend) whom (bleſ- 
ſed be thy Name) thou tookeſt into Covenant 
with thyſelf before. (And for this once, I will 
be limitted thus.) I am bereaved, Lord; and 
'tis thy righteous doing too. But oh! what 
better proviſion haſt thou made for him, or 
them, than 1 could ever poſſibly do, had they 
ſtaid with me ? Mine is the bf, "tis true ; but 
theirs the finite gain! For, what is Earth to 
Heaven! What is a Husband, Wife; a Father, 
Mother ; a Child, or Friend, to 
God? Now we are ſure, that Cum hari 
thoſe, who live a while to Him be. _ 
low, ſhall live wi/b Him above for _——— 
pitins quam dalenden. $., Cyprian. de Mort. 

ever, 
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ever. And are we fo much afflicted for part- 
ing with them ? Where is the love then, that 
we think we hcar them ? Are not ourſelves the 
proper Obje&t of it; and its utmoſt Term ? 
No douht it is Nicknam'd-kinfnefs, that would 
have them leave the Church Triumphant for 
the Militant. What ? would you have them 
pay back their Wages; come down, and do 
their Work once over more ? Now they have 
won the Field, and arc dividing the Spoil, to 
have them run the hazard of another Battle, 
is certainly very far from real Friendſhip: is 
great Unkindneſs, It can't be Love; to de- 
ſire Men gotten ſafe into their Port, and with 
ſo rich a Carpo, ſhould be thruſt out afreſh into 
a Sea, molt dangerous, and tempeſtuons. 7; 
this our Kindvef to our Friends ? In ſhort, for 
them to be with us again, were to cxchange 
their raviſhing, unſpeakable, and etcrnal Joys 
and Bliſs, for Cares, and Fears, and Pains, and 
Sorrows, and Sins, once more. Theſe now the 
Almighty Mercy hath freed them from for e- 
ver : Thoſe it hath fixed them in eternally. 
Canſt find in thy heart to grudge that admi- 
rable Kindneſs God hath ſhewed them ? Muſt 
thou not readily ſpeak its 1 am dumb ; be- 
cauſe thou, Lord, did it ? 

7. Then, &c. Thou, at whoſe hands we have 
deſerved abundantly worſe, than ever yet we 
have received. Well may we ſay with the 
holy Prophet, how bad focver it farcth with 
u53 : He bath not dealt with ns after our fins : mor 
reward- 
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rewarded us accor dins to our iniquities, Pal. 103, 
10. Nay, the good Man Ezra's acknowledy- 
ment would be ours alſo: Our God hath preiſhed 
w lef than our iriquaries deſerve. Chap. 9. 13. 
He that complains for wanting of the ſtaff of 
Bread, may give God thanks that the Bread of 
Life is not taken from him : for long ago, and 
too too often he made a forfeiture of his Right 
unto that greateſt Mercy. He that bemoans his 
| ameneſs, Pains and bodily Sickneſs, is Deb- 
tor to meer Grace, that he 1s not under the tor- 
menting Terrors of Soul, and the Rack of a 
wounded Spirit : his Sins having amply merit- 
cd that, and a great while ſince, He that la- 
menteth a dear Friend's being gone to Heaven, 
and leaving him behind on Earth; moſt juſtly 
may admire the Divine Goodnels that his own 
Tranſgrefſions had not a great while fince 
tumbled his own Body into the Grave, and 
his Soul to Hell. It is a ſtinging Queſtion, 
and ſmartly rebukes the querulous Chriſtian, 
which is put by the Prophet Jeremiah ; he asks, 
IW: erefore doth 4 lroing mt Ct mp{.0n 7 Amun to 
th prwiiſiurn we of tas ſuns 4 Lam 4 TQ, \W C 7% he 
Fools, that make the Rod, for ovr own back ; 
and may well cnovgh bc faid to lay it on too: 
for we procure the Going of it. But mby do we 
{ mplan! ; and yet tne Grave hath nor ſwal- 
lowed vs up? Whillt there is life (we fay) 
there's hopCc. And fo t | t 4 Pc of a 
Peace with God; hope of lud:ment's bein 
rc:noved : nope 01 | fatter Lad rrot : þ by 
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ter than the Beginning, Why then doth a lroing 
man complain? But for a Saint, that is yet alive, 
and ſhall live with God for ever ; Content 
muit conquer bs Complaint 0 and Triumph ©6- 
vir &, Ihanks be to God, that pays us not 
in our own Coin. We rob him often of that 
Faith, and Hope, and Love ; that Praiſe, O- 
bedicnce, and Submiſſion, due to him upon 1n- 
finite Obligations. And ſhall we murmur, 
when he takes but a little from vs; and no- 
thing but his own; and lent us meerly ; and 
only till he calls for it again ; as all onr Com- 
forts are ? Surely, for very ſhame, in evcry 
trouble that happens to us, we humbly ſhould 
confels to God, that as our Duty is, We wil 
be dumb ;, becauſe thon, Lord, didft it. 

8. Thou, &c. Thon, that mcaneſt us no 
hurt at all in any, thy ſevercſt Providences to- 
wards us. This Leflon may feem hard, 'ris 
true. But if we can believe (as our Saviour ſaid) 
all thimgs then are poſſible, Mark g. 23. And 
this is very far from being improbabie. The 
Ulcer is not lanced ; no, nor the Limb cut off ; 
with a deſign to deſtroy the Patient : but to 
fave his Life. When holy David had been ſore- 
ly tofs'd by a violent Tempeſt in his Thoughts, 
about the Proſperity of the Wicked, and Ad- 
verlity of the Righteous, he happily weathers 
the Point at laſt ; and as a Man o'er-joy'd there- 
at, he can't forbear a kind of Triumph (tho' 
abruptly) for the great concluſion he had gain- 
ed: Truly God is gord to Hradl: even to ſuch «i 
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are of a clean heart, Pial. 73. 1. Tho he dr 
ſtreſs them : "tis not to deſtroy them. The 
Surgeon, and the Soldier, both take Blood a- 
way: but He, means not to hurt, but heal ; 
This, for no good, bur killing, where he tmires, 
When the Almighty's Anger lays home upon 
the wicked and iumpenitent ; "tis to make ric- 
dance of them ; arg by a firſt, ro plunge them 
into the ſecond Death. But Death it ſelf, the 
worlt of Evils, hath {3/7 is fe, and doth no 
hurt to the truly Godly ferzed by it. Then 
leſſer Evils are lefs likely ro be for miſchict. Bur 
| ſhall come to cerramry (altho but breefly, fince 
ſomething ncar this purpoſe hath before hcen 
{poken :) St. Paxl declares it on his knowledge, 
That all thiigs work together for good to them that 
love God, Rom. S. 28. And Afﬀeictions mult 
be in the Number of ALL THINGS. 
Indeed they cheefly are reſpected by the A- 
poltle there. And then it cannot be too bold 
a Speech to ſay ; The Sender of them mezneth 
no hurt to the Pious Bearer of them. He is 
not therefore to forget his Leſſon ; bat keep 
It ſtill in Mind, and readily ſpeak it with his 
Mouth : lam dumb: becautc, Thos Lord, didi?# 
i, 

9. Then, &c, Even Thou, who always u- 
ſeſt to deal out Sufferings to thy Servants, in 
their due, Weight and Meaſure. For as thy 
Bowels do reftran thee from adminiſtring the 
bitter Potion, when no bad Diſcaſe is cither 
to be removed, or prevented : So when theſe 

F Caſes 
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Caſcs __ and Neccſlity ry the giving, 
of it; the Doſe ſhall certainly bear exai pro- 
re hy to the dear Patient's ſtrength and caſe. 
That former ;, thine Apoltle Peter doth aſſure 
ns of, ſaying; A w /or 4 ſeaſon (if need be ;, and 
not o:herwile) ye are in beavinef, 1 Pet. 1. ». 
Blelſed be thy Name, Thou doſt not as ſome ill 
Phytitians do: viz, make — and 
try Practices on them No; T hou doit not 
aſſiitt williagly, nor grieve the  Lildren of men, La- 

ment. 3- 33. Much lcfs the Children of God ; 

thine own Regenerate Off-ſpring. Then for 
the Latter; thy Scrvant Pax! doth make us con- 
fident ; that thy Wiſe : Compalſion in thine Ad- 
miniſtrations doth diſti iguiſh betwixt the Fa- 
thers, Towng Afen, and Little Children in thy Fa- 
mil . For he tellcth us 1 I bat thou art favtful, 
and will not ſuffer us to be tempted above what we 
are able, i Cor. 27, 8. Hercis no preſcribing 
an Equal Qnantity (hand over head) to young 
ard old, to weak and ſtrong; as the Blind 
Quacks ave wont to do, Eſay gave this Evi- 
dence long before the Apoſtles time ; when hc 
acknowledgeth unto God tonchiag the troubles 
of his People ; T hat in meaſure, when it ſhooteth 
forth be would d:ibatc mith ut, Eſay 2>, $8. (whic- 
ther, and how far agreable to their ſtate and 
ſtrength) and, it che : caſe required, batc ſonic 
drams,or ſcruples,or grams at lealt : for ſaith he, 
T hou ſt aye#t thy rough wind in the day of thine eai? 
wivd. Whence it 15 Clear; either their Bur- 
then (hall be Lighter, or their Backs made 
Stron- 
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Stronger. And then "tis no complaining Caſe, 
and commands repoſe and quict to their 
Minds * they mult be dumb : becauſe thow, 
Lord, bait done ut, 

10, and laſtly ; Thos, Lord, didiF it. (Thou, 
O molt Compaihonate and Gracious Lord ; 
who ſhortly, very ſhorely, wilt — — 
put a Final End, an Everlaſting —— : 
period, to all Diſtreſſes of thy vieg. 
Faithful Servants. It is but yer 
a lutle While, a few Moments longer, and 
then Adiev, ard Farexel for ever; All Cares, 
and Fears; All Griets, and Sorrows ; All Lof- 
ſes and Dilappoiatments whatſoever. Yea, 
and Be Gone Etcrnally, That 7roubley of God's 

Iſracl ; That Achan in the Camp; That Jorab 
in the Ship; Indwelling Sin; whole teeming 
Womb hith brought forth all our Miſeries, 
and will be ever breeding more : be gone for 
ever! And welcome, Then, All Joy and 
Gladnels, Exalting and Triumphing in an 
Holy State of Bliſs and Glory, Unſpcakable, 
Inconceivable, aad Etcrnal ! Tow have need 
of Patience, ſaith the Apoitle, Heb. 10. 36. And 
for your help thereto; remember, *T i but a 

lutle while, and be that will come, ſhall come, and 
will not rarry, Verſe 379. What is an harder 

Service, or Apprentiſhip, to him that hath but 

a Month, or Week, or Day for the Expira- 

tion of his Term? Who makes a Pother of 

a frolty Morning's pinching of him; when 

the Spring's upon us, and Summer at its heels ? 

E 2 A 
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A Gocd Man's darkeſt Night is juſt at break- 
ing up; notonly into a Dawning Light ; but 
a Glorious Sunſhine, and a Perpetual Noon. 
And then all frightful Storms are huſh'd by a 
delightful Calm; and heart-breaking Sorrows 
turn'd out by raviſhing Solace, Who, pray, 
would grudge. a little pains and trouble, to 
put off, and exchange, his Mourning Weeds 
for Wedding Robes ? And think it much to 
ſweat (perhaps) in laying by an heavy Croſs, 
for taking up an heavenly Crown ? This is 
the true Chriſtian's Buſineſs in all the Troubles 
wherewith he now 1s exerciſed. Let him hold 
out, ard labour, but a Moment longer, 2 Cor. 
4-17; and all bis preſent Miſery thall end in 
Endleſs Happineſs ; when the Proſperous Sin- 
ner's Sweets ſhall be ſwallowed up in Gall and 
Wormwood ; and that for ever. Thw # the 
Lord”s doing : and ſhould be marvelous in our eyes. 
This ſteels the Heart of a ſuffering Saint. This 
blunts the Arrows ; and flats the Bullets that 
light upon him ; and makes him ſtand impene- 
trable. This makes him dumb, and open not hu 
mouth in his diſtreſſes ;, ſave only, with profound 
ſubmiſſion and humility , to give God this 
reaſon of his ſilence : Becauſe thou, Lord, didft \' 


it, 

© Thou, 1, Whoſe we are; 2. Who canſt 
© do what thou pleaſeſt; 3. Who haſt left us 
© Many , tho* taken One Mercy from us; 
* 4. Who yet makeſt it better with us than 
© with many our Betters; 5. Who art able to 
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© relieve ſtill, as bad as 'tis; 6. Who provi- 
© deſt better for our dear Friend that's g5ne, 
© than, if he had ſtaid with us, we could ; 
© z. Who jultly mighr'ſt have done much wor- 
© ſer by us; 8. Who meanelt no hurt ig what 
© thou haſt done; 9. Who dealeſt in weizht 
© and meaſure with thy People in their Suffer- 
* ings, always; 10. Who very ſhortly wilt 
© put an Everlaſting Period to all their E- 
© vids, 

And now, I think, my Word's made good : 
and you have found an Heap of Arguments in 
the Pſalmiſt's One, Nor is there wanting any 
of the Number promiſed. Nay, they perform 
effeftually (in mine opinion) what was un- 
dertaken for them. However, in this I may 
be bold,yet with ſufficient modeſty ; that from 
hence,2nd elſewhcre,you have heard abundant 
Reaſon, For a Godly Perſon ro be ftill and ſilent, 
and by no means impatient under God's beavieft 
outb How him. Which was the Firſt Task in- 
cumbent on me. 


Il. Solution of Objections. ] The next Ser- 
vice I am to be engaged in, is to give Solution 
unts ſome Objections, which may have taken 
hold on Honeſt Minds againſt this Doctrine. 
For the palt Endeavours juſtly may encourage 
us to conclude, that they have gotten down 
the Flames; and afford us hopes of thinking, 
that the Fire is out : yet, commonly, diſtreſ- 
fed Souls are filld with troubleſom Smoke ; 
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and have thoſe Embers in them till, that po/< 
fibly-may break out afreſh, And truly Great 
AfiRions are much like Great Fires; where- 
of when Induſtry well applied hath check*d the 
the Fury, yet {till there will be Smothering 
ſome days after, that muſt not be negleted, 
but taken meet carc of. Which makes me wil- 
ling (what in my power lieth) to extinguiſh 
every Spark ; that the Pions Sufferer may have 
ſatisfaction unto all his Doubts and Fears ; 
and not without eſpecial and particular T houghts, 
About bis lofs of Dear Relations ;, which uſually 
(above all uthers) lics moſt heavy on, and 
ſticks moſt cloſe unto, us, But let us now at- 
tend them. 

Obj. 1. * Some, upon hearing of the Premi- 
* ſes, (it may be) will be ready to ſay : What ? 
* ſhall we then be ſtupid, and ſenſl:f of our Miſery ? 
* Mut the Aﬀcttions be eradicated ;, as the Stoicks 
* ranght ? May we not deeply mourn under our 
* dreadful Evil: ? 

Anſ. 1 anſwer to this quarrelſom Cavil: for 
that's its Name: the paſt Diſcourſe never caſts 
its Eye that way at all. But Paſſion, when ir 
maſters Reaſon, hurriech Men from one Ex- 
treme unto another, aud will not ſuffer the 
Golden Mean to have their company. The 
Holy Scriptures gives us many Inſtances of the 
molt Eminent Saints that have been much af- 
fected upon their Loſſes, in point of Health, 
and Friends, and ſpecially of the Word of God 
and the Churches Peace. *Tis true, the Lamen- 
tations 
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tations of Jeremiah (to look no further) will 
ſhew us, they have had ſome concernment 
(tho of a lower ſize) about Eſtate too. But 
touching, Sickneſs ; David and 

Hezeckiab , two Piovs Princes, Plal-33.5,5,7. 
have much complained. As for "Elay 33. 3 

a Friend's deceaſe, David and all 

the People wept at Abner's grave, 2 Sam. 3 

A Brother was bewailed by Mary 

and Martha, $o. their Father by john xo. 
Facob's Son : as he had mourn'd Gen. «>. 
before for his Son Joſeph. The gg. z-, 
like was done, and with tcars al- 

ſo, by the Father of the Faithful 

for his Wife Sarah. But why Gen. 23. 
ſhould I ſtay on thoſe that were 

Meer Men, tho truly Pious ? the God-17an, 
Chrift Jeſus, Were for dead Lats, John 
11+ 35- So that "tis neither fonfu!, nor femt- 
nine frailty, to gricve with 1 cars on juſt oc- 
caſion, And the ſubveriion of the Vemple and 
the Synagogne, wherein the Means of Grace, 
the Word and Ordinances were ſolemnly ad- 
miniſtred , is grievoully lamented by the 
Church of old in the * Book of 

Pſalms. So that it is not Monrn- * Plal.74.7,8. 
ing ſimply , 1s condemned ; but 

the Manner, HM: aſe, or Dr ration thereof, that 
makes it faulty. 

1. Manner.) Touching the firſt; When the 
the Heart doth ſwell, the Spirit murmur, and 
the Thoughts repine in an Affliction ; *tis then 

E 4 bad 
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bad indeed! As if the Fudge of all the Earth 
would not do right ! As if his Ways were not equal ! 
As if Iniquity could be found with bim! Hainous 
and dreadful Guilt! Such Mourning, with 
Briny Tears, and a Broken Heart, 1s to be 
Mourn'd over again. 

2. Meaſurc.) As to the ſecond : Exceſs of 
Grief impairs both Body and Soul too; and 
puts the whole Man out of frame, to that 
degree; that he hecomes unfit for Duty to- 
wards God and Man. And indeed it ſeems; 

not onl- a violating of the ſixth 
wont " Commandment; but near a re- 

: nonncing Chriſtianity, and turn- 
ing Pagan. Which makes the Apoltle bid 
tne Not to ſorrow as thoſe that have no 

hope : meaning Heathens, 1 Thefſ. 4. 1 3- 

3- Duration,] Then tor the third and laſt : 
There «, indeed, a Time to mourn, ſaith the 
Jivine Preacher , Eecleſ. 3. 4. And *tis but 4 
Time : it muſt determine; and not be for 
ever, To ſet the Bounds thereof, preciſe- 

ly, may perhaps be hard. But 

—— note; The Sacred Writ doth 
= = 2 Callthem Day-of Mourning ; and 
Eſay 60. 20. NOt Tears, nor Months ;, no, not 
Weeks. Which manifeſts, that 

we ought to keep within a great deal narrower 
EE compals, than many praftiſe. I 
—__ know, * Joſephus tells us; That 
ale 96 Thirty Days was its ſtated time, 
amorg the People of God of old. And we are 
more 
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more certain ; that Moſes was mourn'd for juſt 
ſo long by the the Jews - as both 

himſelf, and they, had done be- rd and 
fore for Aaron. Of this we may 

conclude ; when once our mourning hinders 
cheerful attendance upon God, and due reſpect 
to Men ; Its time is then expired ; and it myſt 
determine. 

Obj. 2. * Alas! in my Condition, may others 
* ſay, Having lot ſo dear a Friend, my Care, and 
© Pains, and Prayers; my Fhhyes, and Expettati- 
© ons t00, are all made fruſtrate, What fhould I 
© do, but as once Jacob ſaid, Go down into the 
* grave mourning ? Gn 37. 

Anſ. 1 anfwer, in the Apoſtle's words upon 
another occaſion, I ſhew thee a more excellent way. 
Rebuke thy Soul, as holy Aſaph did his own ; 
and good Jacob ſhould have alſo done ; and all 

ous Perſons onght to do, when they are tem- 

pted to think God hath no kindneſs for them, 
becauſe ſeverer Providences reſt upon them: 
This is mine infirmity , Pial, 77. 10. *Tis, in 
good truth, an Infirmity ; and no little and 
inconſiderable Frailty, neither. It borders, 
at the leaſt, upon all thoſe faulty circumſtan- 
ces of that Mourning juſt now ſpoken of: it 
cannot plead ot guilty, to the Charge of Mur- 
muring at God's good Pleaſure; and that too 
much, and too long alſo. For, is it fitting 
that God's Will be done, or yours? If yours; 
why are you Creatures, depending upon him 
entirely, anc to be diſpoſed of by him wholly ? 
Nay, 
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Nay, why do ye play the Hypocrites, and 
mock him daily to his face; by ſaying, Thy 
will be done in Earth, as "tis in Heaven? Do not 
the holy Angels, and Spirits of juit Men made 
prrſe# both readily do, and readily acquieſce 
in, what He will have done ? What if they be 
not obnoxious to your preſent Evils; are not 
ye in the aſſored expectation of partaking of 
their good cre long ! 

Belides, you are under a great Miſtake. 
Your Care. an4 Pains and Prayers are not 
Fruſtrat: : However your Hopes and Expettz- 
tions be reckned off Ecranſe God's Ends are 
aaſwered; and th:y ſhould be yours. Bend 
but your Will: to his: and they are fulfilled 
As for thy Prayers, how can they be Fruſtrate ; 
either to the Decealted, or vnto thyſelf Survi- 
ving ? If all things work together for good to them 
that (194 God : this Providence alſo mult do fo, 
Suppoſe the ſuch. And then (to paſs by lefler 
matters) 1hy Friend 1s not (properly) Gone 
away; only, Gone before a little. Nor are 
Requelts dcenyed, becauſe not anſwered as we 
expected. God hath a better way to grant 
them in, when he doth not give them to us 
our way, Our deareſt Lord was beard in that 
he ſcared : altho he dyed the Death, againſt 
which he ſocarneſtly prayed, Heb, 5. 7. 

Obj. 3. © There are thoſe alſo with whom 
* this Language 1s to be found. I have bo#t at 
© once my deareit Friend, a comfortable Eſtate ; 
© nay, my Subſift ance and Support, How ſhould 
* I bound my Lamentation ? Anl. 
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Ar. Beir.g taking for a Perſon fearing God, 

thou deſervelt the Reproof that was given St. 

Peter by our Saviour : O thoa of little faith ;, where- 


fore dof? thou fear ? Doth man live by br ead alone, 


and not by every word, that goeth out of the month 
of God? Matt. 4. 4. whoſe is the world, and the 
fulnefs thereof ? who feeds the fowls, and cloaths the 
lilies ? And art thou lefs to God, than they ? 
But there is worſe than this at bottom of this 
Complaint, The guile and frzud herein is plain 
to Man, much more to God. It 15 not the 
Friend, but what was His (it ſeems) thou dolt 
Bewail the loſs of. But to ſpare thee rhere. 
Who is it bids us, Take no thought for our life ; 1:9 
mor for our body ? Matth. 6. 25, Let not Anxiety 
ſeize us cither for food, or raiment ? For if our 
Souls be now (as they ſhould he) in Heaven ; 
our Bodies will make good fhift enough on 
Earth; never fear it. Our Gracious Lord, who 
cannot deceive us, bids us; Seek Goad"s kingdom, 
and bis righteouſneſs above all things elſe ;, and he 
hath paſs'd his Word, and is both able and 
willing to make it gooc | , that all things neceſſary 
ſhall be added to us, Ver ſe 33+ thrown i in, as 
I bread and Paper at the Grocers, without dt- 
ſtracting Cares about them, Nature is con- 
tented with a little, And Satisfaction, Peace 
and Quiet with our Portion is never aitained 
by an Addition to, but a Subſtrattion from, 
our fond Deſires. I need not fend theſe Peo- 
ple to that Cloud of Witneſſes recorded in the 
Book of God, who in their grea:clt wants 
conld 


50 A Practical Diſcourſe on 


could caſt their care on Him, and found ſupply 
enough in him. That bleſſed Name (where- 
by we all are called) although he made the 
World and had it wholly at his Command, and 
Beck, was notwithſtanding pleaſed well enough, 
when he had not where to lay his head, Mat. 8. 20, 
But the Morals of a very Heathen will cry ſhame 
on ſuch a Chriſtian, Thence you ſhall ofren 
hear much to the purpoſe ; 
* Dict pureff d* Di- % of contemning Wealth 
wviths,quod in Medicun , 
glrioſumdidtume®;cu. 4nd being content with a 
wm remodium mirbum mcan Eſtate. What dan- 
gravorem facit. Plur. ger's there; and what ſafe- 
de Cupid, divit. * ty here: and therefore how 
maxzime drvithe aflu- Ge £ het nod 
it, qui minime indj. Tar from being repined at 
get. Sen. de Pauper. are lower Circumſtances in 
Nom in P aupertate vi= the World ? The Divine O- 
_ —_—_ racle aſſures us; That Godli- 
wo. neſs with Contentment us great 
gain. And if we be Godly, 
whatever Portion God ſhall allot unto us; that 
will certaialy ſerve; and ought to pleaſe ; us. 
And fo this Storm is calm'd, 

Obj. 4. * The Comfort of my Life i gone ;, ſay 
© others, What Counſel, Support, Refreſhment, 
© and Encourarement, was I wont to have from 
© rhe true Sympathy of ANOT HER SELF? 
© But al 1s vainiſh'd, and gone for ever, And who 
© can bear ut ? 

Anrſ. And is't no Comfort, that thou ſome- 
times hadſt ſuch a Comfort ; and didſt fo long 
injoy it ? Mcthinks, thy cheerful Thanks for 
that, 
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that, ſhould ſome - what check thy doleful 
Moanes for this. Bnt to deal more plainly : 
Isgt fo indeed ? No marvel, if a Tealous God 
would not endurea Rival with him. His Kind- 
neſs, he is liberal of, unto his People : but his 
glory, he'll not give unto any other, Eſa. 42. 8. 
We often loſe our Mercics, becauſe we dote fo 
much on them, as to have God too little in 
our Thoughts by reaſon of them. And ſhould 
he like that ? when Kcaſon and Religion tell 
vs ; the Creator ſhould have the I hrone with- 
in our Hearts : the Foot-ſtool ſerves the Crea- 
ture well enough. Nay, this is real kindneſs 
to #s: that God diverts the muddy Streams, 
to make us run to the Cryſtal Spring. When 
the loving Maſter will not give the Trencher- 
{craps unto his honeſt Servant ; but the while 
allows him a well-ſtor'd Larder : hath he any 
cauſe to take that ill? Or if an affectionate 
Husband liketh not to have his Pocket pick'd ; 
whilſt he gives his Wife the Keys to take our 
Gold and Silver at her own diſcretion : hath 
ſhe cauſe to make Complaint for this ? No 
doubt, but every good Man will fay to God 
with David : All my ſprings are #n thee, Pf. $7. 
7. And with the Apoltle ro our Saviour ; 
Whither ſhall we go ? 1hou ha#tt the words of e- 
rernal life, John 6. 68. Now fach a Provi- 
dence calls aloud upon him, to halten to his 
Fomntain, and his Store-bouſe, Indeed, ſuppoſe 
a Saint in this diſtreſs ha4 not a God to go 
to; or were he bar'd acceſs unto his Preſence ; 
when 
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when his deſired Comfort were gone for ever : 
there ,might, I grant, be a little pardon for 
his Impaticace, But (bleſſed be the Lord) Hz 
Eyes are ever looking after him ; Hu Ears 
ſtand always open to him; Hs Hands are 
ſtretched out continually for him; and Hu 
Heart never without yearnings towards him: 
and ſurely, this is ample Compenſation for, 
and abundant Conſolation in, the worſt Afit- 
Qtion; if People will duly apply their Soul; 
to G0d, *'Tis that He aims at ; and urgeth us 
unto. Call upon me in the time of trouble ;, I will 
b deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorifi: 
_ nn _- m'. Cait your burden on the Lord, 
Phil. __ "and he ſhall ſuſt ain thee, Be carcfu! 
1 Pet. ;. 5. for nothing. But caſt all your cave G1 
God. \What loſs cannot he make 
Puta Drun di- up in Specie, if he pleaſe ? And if 
cere,qurd habe- he doth not give the /dem ; the 
_ ] antundem 1s as good. T o be ſure, 
Ce 0"  thoEkkarcbask'd his Wife only ; 
vid. Cc. 5, was not. be better than Ten Sons ? 
God, who 18 his Pcoples Por- 
tion in all Diltreſſes, is better than Ter hour 
fand Worlds. 
Oy. xc. © But, "eras my woful Folly ; or ell 
* muie Evils had not come upon me, [ bat Loſs, 
* This Sickneſs, The Other bad Accident, hai ne- 
* ver happen*d ro me, if becoming 1 rndence 1a 
© bren my Condutt. Such Aſcans would have pre- 
* vented all my Miſery. Now : Woe us me, for ny 
* bard Hap ! 
| Anſ. 
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Anſ. Remember firſt : 7 hat Hap was certain- 
ly God's Hand. For Fortune, Luck, 
and Chance, are meer Heathen --- $4 re nos 
Deities: altho the Wiſer ether Jam no 
did laugh thereat. The Almigh- jp roam. 
ty, Wiſe, and Righteous Pro- Juy. Sar. 10. 
vidence governs even our InaC- 
vertencies, and Miſtakes ; and directs them to 
the iſſue they arrive at. Nay, all Events what- 
ever, are ſo much influenced I hence, as to be 
Effefted, or thereby Permitted, 
Such band it had about the ſelling 
Joſeph wvito E& pt — a the Ullide 
nous Murder of the 1lifſed Jeſus : that neither 
1 hat nor This were brought to pals without 
it, Yet wicked Men, and Devils, are the fole 
Efhcients of all Moral Evil. Sin 
is hate] unto God ; and Sin- I! 45: 7+ 
ners too, who perkilt therein ; 
and they ſhall be puniſk'd to a 
ſad Eternity for the ſame. So, tho it be hiok 
clt Blaſphemy once to conceit it, that God is 
tlic Author of Int Juity Yer He vncoubtedly 
[ets Bounds thereto, as to the Raging Sea : 
and faith, Hitherto [1 ilt thou come, and no fur- 
Ir 7 an { ber ſhait thy Proud Waves be ſt aid. 
\\ heretore, nots. ithſtanding, All our ( ulpable 
Errors arc to be t uly, and fadly 
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, repented 
of ; with Supplication for Go41's Pardon : 
yet we may not overioork his Hand in order- 
ing of them to their Iſſue. Under which, being 
humbled duly, we m ty expiet ſeaſonably ro be lifted 
wp, 1 Pct.5.6. But 
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But moſt eſpecially ; let's never forget the 
Leſſon that our blcſled Saviour tavght his moſt 
dear Diſciples : That nor one of 

yew” "q—_ the poor lirrlegand * deſpicable Spar- 
1 kares rows fell to the ground without our 
_ F ather : his Licenſe, Order, or 
tu. Bet. Appointment, that is: Fear ye 
not th:refore;, ye are of more valu: 

than many Sparrows, Ver, 31. is our dear Lord's 
Inference thence, And fo we may conclude ; 
That the molt unhappy Accidents, in Eſtate, 
Health, Relations, or any other way ; are of 
God's wiſe and good ſufferance, or ſcnding, 
to us. Then, as for the Lives of the Saints of 
God : if their Hayy: be all numbred,v.z0. and their 
Death be precious in bus ſight, PC,116.15 ; as both 
are certain ; with what exaCtneſ(s will he keep 
the reckning of their Abode on Earth ? Surc- 
ly, nolingle Day, nor Hour, nor Minute, ſhall 
carelcſly, or caſually, be caſt away. Yea,doubr- 
leſs; not only our rimes ave in God's band, Pſal. 
31.15; but owr days are determined, and the num- 
ber of our months are with the Lord : our bounds 
are appointed , which we cannot paſi , Job 14. 5, 
And then we need not fear, but that we ſhall 
reach up thereto : whatever may be thought 
unto the contraty, Indeed, the Will of Par- 
poſe in the Lord is unknown to vs, until the 
Event declares it. And 'tis our Duty, only to 
attend his Hi of Precept. We mult uſe lawful 
Means which he approves : yet be content, 
that the Almighty's pleaſure be effected by 
them. And 
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And as for Aran: frggeſted to be omitted ; 
Either ic was really fo ; or not. If not: how 
childiſh is it, to complain for nothing ? If fo : 
'twas cither through thy faulr, or not. If this ; 
Not through thy fault : (And how unlikely is 
it, that the fear of Gnd, and love of one © 
dear, would ſuffer Mcans to be omitted wil- 
fully? ) Suppoſe it thine Unhappineſs; 'ris 
not thy Sin ; and ſhould not be thy Torment, 
Therefore ſuch Fears and lealonfies, which of- 
ten overcome afflicted Spirits, mult be with- 
Itood, and baniſhed 

0bj.6, © Some yet may ſay : But I am ignorant 
$ of God's meamng towards men bus heavy 1 1/pen- 


' ſation. And what to do, but AMourn, 1 krow 
* not. 

Anſ. Admit, thou art to ſcek therein + wilt 
make thy felt yet more uncapable to hnd it 
out ? This is the readicſ way of all thereto : 
Exceſhve Grief both blinds and deafs the Son! 
at once. And what 15 to be ſeen, in Midnight 
darkneſs : or heard, at the Cataractts of Nt- 
is; or by the beating of a Drum ? Thou rai- 
felt Clouds, and makeſt Clamours within thy 
Boſom, that put thee to confuſion and aſto- 
niſhment. Be therefore Maſter of thy felf in 
patience, and thou mak'ſt it poſſible ro cn- 
quire to purpoſe. Whilſt Job was in this 
Hurry , he faith indecd to God : Shew me, 
moerefore thou contendeit with me, Job 19.2, Ge. 
But this came from ſuch diſcontent, that it re- 
'mnd without its Errand. © Tho afterwards, 

F when 
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when he came fully ro hinſclf, and dealeth in 
a quict, humble, and ſubmiſſive way with God ; 

abbor} mg hem(clf for his paſt fro- 
Job 42. 6, bc. wardnets and Ry avid 
pry tt. repenting in duit and a he 

quickly meers with bleſt LB 
ventoabundant ſatisfaction ; as may be read 
the Chap!cr quoted in the Marpin, 

Obſerve belide ;, it is no caſte matter, ord- 
narily ; and doubt] ef5, ofrentzmes, impoſſible, to 
aſlizn the ſpecial Meſlage of ſach, or ſuch a ſe- 
verer Providence toward thoſe that truly fear 


the Lord. Tis true, it ſometimes happen 11 
that the Jatgments carry fuch vilible Tokens {F | 
of the Sins that ſent them, written as it were f 
in Capital Letters on them ; that it becomes! 


no difficulty to underſtand the ſpecial Errand 
that they bring. You ſaw it the 
Example 4. Caſe of Holy David, ſpoken of 
Supra- before. But commonly, and for] 
the moſt part, as I ſaid, 'tis 0- 
othcrwiſc. And the Pious, in aſflition it 
they tad not full ſatisfaction in our Sav our' 
words to Perer, ſpoken of before ; What I : 
thou knowest not now ; but ſhall bow afterward: 
yct lam very conhdent, that under the ſmart- 
eſt, darkelt, a1 moſt uncouth Providence ; le} 
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have none but God Above; and Cod above all Be- 
low ; wnto them + Let them make this their Bu« 
lineſs under their ſaddeſt Sufferinrs, and per- 
ſevere thereat : And moſt undoubtedly, as 
God obtains bis End, they ſhall not mif6 his 
Mind. Thus all Afmtiitions ſhall ſerve his grea- 
ter Glory ; and furcly iſſue in their greateſt 
(000 


And then ; I conclude with confidence ; 


This will not only IH] a diltreffed Saint : but 
turn ki, weeping into laughter, and pur oft 
his Sackcloth for more beantiful Garments ; 
113 and exchange his Lamentations into Songs of 
Praiſcs unto the God of his Salvation ; who 
commandeth I11ht to (lune forth out of dark f, and 
will bring Good from Evil, to them ard 029d 
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I he laſt Thing undertaken was ; Some 
Gunrdavcee for the berten Aop IC At yon of the W9/e 11 
'0 or ſelves for good. And this I ſhall diſpatch in 
theſe two or three following Inferences: 
| Infer. 1. Stace it is fo, har, &c. Then cec- 
' *Ftainly, pious People muſt not expett all Hal 
cyon Days on Earth ; nor flatter themſelves 
Iwith hopes of a Summer that ſhall laſt thei: 
pife, without any ſtorm or cloud attending it 
{Put they muſt reckon on't, and be content, to 
"FFaxc their ſhare of- trouble that happens t5 

Shem, How otherwiſe, could it be a Daty ou 
{Shem; To be quiet in 1 iſtreſſes , if none ſhauld 
| | ver reach tem ? Aſſure your ſelves ; that tho 

elt Chriſtians be aot in all reſpects True £x 
I 2 AV 1a 
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zarw?s : yet mult they, with Him, expe to 
have their Ewil things here : and happy are 
they, that they ſhall be ſure of their Good bere- 
after. A Traveller in a ſtrange Country, far 
diſtant from his Native Soil : A Mariner fail- 
ing a =_ and dangerons Voyage on the O- 
cean: and eſpecially, a Soldier, that hath a 
Crafty, Cruel, and Powerful Enemy to conteſt 
withal, mult not befool himſelf with hopes of 
Eaſe, and Reſt, and Quiet, and his Heart's de- 
fire, without all thoughts of trouble ever 
coming near him. This were ſo filly a Self- 
Flattery; as muſt at laſt make Men to rue it 
ſadly with too late Repentance. Are we not 
going out of Egypr, and through the Wilder- 
neſs, towards the Heavenly Canaan ? Is not 
this World, wherein we all are lanched, more 
like the Earth ſurrounding Main, than the 
Three Leagues Red Sca which Jſrael paſled 
through ? And are not the Devil, World, and 
Fleſh, All mortal Foes unto us, and of too 


much ſtrength to do us miſchief? Can we bt 


free from trouble then? Nor is this any juſt 
diſcouragement unto ſerious Piety ; as he wel 
knows that hath not loſt already the thing 
before diſcourſed on at large. It only ſerve 
to make us ſtand unto our Arms, that we bt 


not ſurpriſed ; and whets our Courage , tl! : 
better to ingage the Difficulties that we mecc!/ ? 
with. Our bleſſed Saviour never meant to. ? 


drive Men from him ; when he tells theo 


plainly, That they fhowld coun their Coſt ; It | 


ſolving 


ET 
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ſolving to bear their Croff, and follow him; as 
they would be his Diſciples, Luke 1.F 27, 28, &c, 
The Goſpel gives moſt full Aſſurance; and 
experienc'd Chriſtians know right well ; that 
trueRELIGION weighs down to the ground 
whatever Inconveniences lye in the Scale a- 
gainſt it. Nor is there any Compariſon to be 
made, berwixt the ſufferings of this preſent time, 
in an boly courſe ;, and the glory that ſhall ſucceed 
bereafter , Rom. 8. 18. The Proportion is 
much nearer betwixt loſing a Braſs Counter, 
for gaining of Ten hundred thouſand Gui- 
nea's. And what a Bargain worth the ha- 
ving is That ? Bur ſtil] ; a Chriſtiar's Life 
is a Continual Warfare. Suppoſe there he 
a preſent Truce: who knoweth but that g 
few hours hence it may be broken ? And if 
we are ſurpriſed then at unawares ; of how 
great dammage may it prove unto us : if not 
zrreparable ? Look therefore for Afflictions, 
if thou be truly Godly ; not with a fright- 
ful, but a fixed Mind. Look for them ſo; and 
whenlſoever they come, they will not then look 
zhaſtly on thee. 

Infer, 2. Since, &c. Then the worſt of Suf- 
ferings that can bzfal God's Servants are not 
ſo terrible as the World doth commonly 
reckon ; and perhaps, the Sufferers them- 
ſelves, may take them for. This followeth 
plainly : becauſe, that Wiſe and Gracious 
God, who looks for nothing from his Peo- 
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ple, but what's molt juſt and equal, doth 
yet expect, that they ſhould he ſedate and 
quiet uader all Diſtreſſes. Wherefore they 
cannot, duly, be accounted as amazing Pro- 
digies, and monſtrous Portents, Indced there 
js no Afﬀiction Lat is grievous in its own na- 
ture. And many go a great deal nearer to 
the quick, than others do. Yet till; the 
very worſt upon a pions Perſon hath not 
Plague-Tokens with it : is not Incurably Mor- 
tal. He that hath ſwallzwed up Death in Vitto- 
ry, Eflay 25. 8. gives us encouragement to 
ſay of the very worſe of their Diſcaſes ; This 
Sickneſs ts not uto Death, John 11. I mean 
Tantu \ interes 97, a5 tO Temporal : but 'tts not, 
mon qualia , ſed 1 Eternal Death. For the plain 
quali, quiſq; truth is: for ſuch, to die 
pattarur. _ Earth, is nothing elſe, but to 
S. Aug. de Ci- |; in Heaven for ever, Then 
it. D. 1. 8. EL 

no Diſtreſs, whatever it is, can 
be truly deadly to him that lives .in Chriſt. 
No: as the Hand that gives the ſtroke, is 
ever ſet on work, and guided too, by Inh- 
finite Love and Wiſlom : fo likewiſe, there 
is the Good Samaritan always ſtandiig by, 
and ready to apply the Balm of Gilead with 
tender Pity, and ſure Succeſs. I know, that 
a wicked and malignant World, inſpired from 
Hell, and thruſt on by the Devil thereof, 
w:ll make what havock they are able on God's 
People; and then erect their Trophies, and 
Tri- 
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Triumph upon the Spoils that by themſclves 
are made. Yea, tho their own Lite doth 
vouch themſelves ſworn Vaſſals unto Satan ; 
yet under ſuch Calamirties , they will pro- 
nounce the Righteous but Meer Pretenders aite 
to God. And this, they count, 1s pertect proof 
thereof : in that they think, itt:cy havz them 
at their own Mercy ; whoſe Acrcies, we are 
ſure, are very Cruelty, The Man after God's 
heart could farc no better at their hands. #1 
Enemies, that lay in wait for h1s Soul, took coun 
ſel together , and [þ ake thus aganit bim : God 
bath forſaken him : for there is none to deliver 
bim , Pal. 71. 1c, 11. But their Meaſures 
fail'd them there : as they w:ll do elſewhere, 
upon like occation. The laſt Vere faith, 
They are confounded ;, they ave brought 10 ſhame, 
that ſeek my hurt. The Wicked, arc Cod's 
Staff indeed ; yea, and they arc biz kad, And 
how frequent (if not conſtant) is it ; for the 
merciful Providence to break that S:af, and 
burn that Rod, wherewith h:s Children had 
been ſmitten? Surel am; that the Proud and 
Powerful King of Afyria (altho he feared no 
ſuch matter) was forc'd to feel it, Eſay 10. 
And neither Turk, nor French, nor Pope, can 
hope for better ; when the Sraſon is. Faiih 
then ſhould baniſh Fear ; and ſuffer Terror 
to take no hold upon us. Improve That; and 
"twill be able to ſcorn the fury of the Oppreſſor, 
Eſay 51. 12, 13; tho Earth and Hell, toge- 
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ther, abet him. Nay, and All other Evils, 
that may happen, rhen, cannot be diſmal to us. 
If neither Life nor Death ;, not Angels, Principa- 
lities, nor Vowers ;, neither preſent things, nor fu- 
ture, nor height, nor depth, nor any Creature, can 
ſeparate the truly / ious from the love of God in 
Chrift, Romans 8. 38, 39. What ſhould be 
greatly Terrible and Afﬀrighting to them ? 
I may therefore well conclude with the Apo- 
ſtle Percr's Charge ; That none of us think it 
ſtrange, concerning the ſeveret Providences ; ſup- 
poſe ut ſhould be a fiery Tryal ;, as if ſome ſtrange 
thi:g bappened to ws, 1 Pet. 4.12. Fora Chri- 
ſtian's Sufferings, whatever they arc, cannot 
ſeem Uncouth and Horrid Matters ; if our 
palt Diſcourſe be well conſidered by us. 

Infer. 3. Since, &c, Then in the laſt place: 
it onght to be the care and labour of us All, 
in all our ſad it Conditions, to acquit our 
ſelves, not only as God's Creatwres, but as good 
Chriſtians alſo: i. to be ſtill and quies under the 
ſevereit Providences of God. Being the Work 
of his Hands ;, All that we have and are is 
his own, and due to him; both when, and 
how, he will pleaſe to call for it. But, be- 
ing the Price of bis Blood too: his Right is 
double; and there can be no diſpute ; but 
that we are, and onght to be moſt abſolute- 
iy, and moſt rightcouſly , at his Diſpoſal. 
But | ſhall not ſtay on Arguments to per- 
iwade hereto ; being fully of opinion, _ 
thoſe 
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thoſe on whom the former Diſcourſes will 
not have ſufficient Influence to convince them 
of their Duty in the point ; neither would 
they believe themſelves obliged, ſhould a Aeſ- 
ſenger from the Dead come, and acquaint them 
with it. 

All I ſhall therefore further meddle with at 
preſent will be, to do what ſervice I am cap- 
able of, in giving the beſt DircCtions, that 1 
can, for our more ready Obedience unto God 
in this important Buſineſs ; Of being ſtill and ſi. 
lent under the greatet troubles that befal us. There 
are but three or four (thongh many more are 
ready) that I ſhall inſilt upon : and they arc 
theſe, 

Dire&. 1. Make ſure, thy Soul be furniſhed 
with effeftual, and ſaving Grace: that thon be 
not barely an Appendant wo Jeſus Chriit, but 
implanted w2r0 bim ; and haſt devoted thy ſelf 
entirely to him. Then, being tound a Chri- 
ſtian in Sincerity ; either there is little danger 
of thy being plunged into that Gulf ; or great 
preſumption of ſpeedy getting out again. But 
otherwiſe, there are no hopes of ſpecial Help 
from Heaven. I grant, indeed, if any Pcople 
tave attain'd to Stoical Apatoy, or are the 
Maſters of the ancient Roman Gallantry (as 'tis 
called); they then may ſeem to out-brave the 
worlt of Evils on them, with a quiet and Chri- 
ſtian Reſolution, Bur, alas ! 'tis nothing ſo, 
at all. The Principle, whereby the former is 
ated, 
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acted, puts of true Man ; and what moves the 
latter is an utter ſtranger to the true God. And 
neither of them deſerve the Name of true com- 
ft am Fortitude ;, but indeed of a forl-bardy deſpe- 
rate Strpidity. T he Chriltian Valour neither 
raſhly courts a Miſerv, nor declines it baſcly : 
but bring come, as it feels the imart, fo it 
knows who ſent it: and that much worſe 
was well deferred ; bnt yet, this coming on 
a gracions Errand, it bears up under it, with 
ont Repining at it; and waiteth quictly a ſea- 
ſonable Deliverance from it, and great Ad- 
vantage by it. But now, this Herb grows not 
in the Common - fields of Chriſtianity. *Tis 
not the High-way, nor the T horny, 
nor the Srny Ground will bring it 
kindly forth. No: it muſt be a good 
and boneft Heart, made fo by ſpecial Grace, 
where it arriveth to perfection. If thou halt 
now a bare Name to live when thou art dead ; 
and takelt up with 4 form of Godlinef, but with- 
our the power thereof ;, there arc no hopes, thou 
ſhouldit have help, and be kept ſteddy when 
violent Winds and Waves aflault thee, But 
if Religion be thy Bulineſs; the biaſs of thy 
Heart be Hcaven-ward ; and Jeſus Chriſt be 
the Loaditone that thy Soul ſtands to, and 
only fixeth at ; why then, 2s thou art Upright 
with thy God, thou alſo art becume even Go#”s 
Delight, Prov. 11. 29, Now unto the Upright 
there ariſeth light in darkneſs, Pl. 112. 4. The 
reaſon 


Matrh. 12. 
Luke 8. 
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reaſon is, Light i ſown (by the ſure Husband- 
man) for him; and gladnef for the upright in 
beart, Pſalm 97. 11. And what Ged ſows, 
muſt ſure grow up, and ſoon be ripe too. 
Wherefore we are called on, to ook upon i, 
as that which never faileth to our Obſerva- 
tion : Mark the perfett Man, and behold the Up- 
right : for the end (however his beginning, or 
middle time ſhall prove) of that Man ſhall be 
peace , Plal. 37. 37: And all know , "tis the 
End crowns all. O that we, every one, would 
TOUZe up our Souls from a luke-warm Te mper , 
and by no means ſettle under the leaves of a 
bare Profeſſion, without the power of a li- 
ving Principle of Holineſs in our Hearts, al- 
ways making Heaven-ward whence tr came. 
This would ſo fix us on the Rock, that tho? 
the Tempeſts ſhake, they ſhould never over- 
turn, us. We are certainly e!ſc upon « ſa- 
dy bottom ;, and that hath no ſecurity. How 
can we ſtand in an evil Day, of Life, © 
Death, or Judgement ; except we are thus 
prov ided ? Think ſadly of the woful Diſap- 
pointment to the fooliſh Virgins; that had their 
lamps indeed, but had no ol ;, and were ſhut 0. it 
when they ehoug be ſure of entrins im, Mat 25. 10. 
And that thou maiſt fare better, truſt not in 
outward Form ; but get the Truth, and Life 
of Grace, which God alone approveth : and 
thou art 1afe. 
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Dire. 2, Be not indulgent to thy fleſh, let 
not thine earthly Tabernacle be tov much cock- 
er'd, and fondled by thee, *Tis not intend- 
ed here to prohibit Men from running out 
into exceſs of Rivr, and following of the diſ- 
ſolute Courſes of the Debauchees of the Evil 
Age we live in. No: thoſe Spots are not the 
Spors of the Children of God ;, to whom I now 
am ſpeaking. They arc the manifteR Brand- 
mark ſet npon the Herd belonging to the Bot- 
romleſs Pit. Who think it ſtrange, and ſpeak evil of 
the others ;, becauſe they will not þ as vile that way as 
themſclves are, 1 Pet. 4. 4, But what I plain- 
ly mean is ; that Chriſtians, who will bear | 
Diſtreſſes to the belt advantage , ſhould not 
allow themſelves unto the utmoſt Bounds of 
Chriſtian-liberty, in things that are ſo far 
from being ſimply evil, that they are indif- 
fercat ; yea, good and neceſlary in the due 
uſe thereof. Such are both Reſt and Labour, 
Meats and Diinks, Habits and lawful Recre- 
ations; with other things like theſe, He that 
treads upon the very Line of ſome large Cir- 
cle, may ſoon ſtep over. *Tis very dangerous 
to run upon the Edge of the Bank, leaſt ye fall 
into the Brook, All that is lawful, w not ex- 
pedient , 1 Cor. 6. 12. the Apoſtle reacheth. 
Moderate Sleep and Exerciſe refreſh Nature, 
and preſerve Health : but exceſs, in chat brings 
fucl to Corruption ; and in this conſumes the 
Spirits. The ſober uſe of wholeſom and _ 
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Food and Liquors is neceſſary to onr ſubſi- 
ſting : but Intemperance, in Delicacies and 
Varieties ſpecially, brings Sickneſs and Death. 
So Cloathing hides our Nakedneſs, and Je- 
fendeth from the Cold : but Garriſh and An- 
tick Faſhions are a Vanity full of Michief to 
ourſelves and others. Nay, Recreation, that 
ſhould be only uſed to fit for Buſineſs ; how 
often being exceſſive doth it untune for thar, 
and rob us too of our choiceſt Jewel, Preci- 
ous Time ? And yet amongl[t good People, ſome 
may be found (1 wiſh the Number were much 
ſmaller) that are ſo coy and delicate ; that 
nothing but the be, and mo#7 of every thing 
will content them. Nay, and 'tis ſo; that 
the Sun mult not ſhine, nor the Wind blow, 
nor the Rain drop on ſome of Them! Theſe 
are the ways ſo to Emaſculate poor Peoples 
Souls, that the lighteſt load is able to fink 
them to the ground. And how ſhould great 
Diſtreſſes then be born; and ſtood up under, 
with ſuch an even and fhxed Reſolution as 
they ought? The holy Apoſtle doth indeed 
allow # little Wine for the ftomack's ſake, and for 
thoſe infirmitics of that good Man, whoſe drink 
was nothing elſe bur Water, 1 Tim. 5. 23. But 
otherwiſe the ſelf-ſame Perſon he calls upon, 
to endure hardnef, and as a good ſoldier, 2 Tim. 
2. 3- Are we not all Chriit's Souldiers : and 
if we will be good Souldiers; muſt we not 
follow. and be like unto our Leader ? O how 
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unlike him. do we acquit our ſelves ; who 
court this World, which he fo fcorn'd and 
trampled on ; and pamper the Body, which he 

ade drudge of to the Soul, and in God's ſer- 
vice! 15 probable, at this rate, when Pover- 
ty, Sickneſs, Perſecution, or Death aſſaulr, 
(and how near any of them may be to us, who 
can tell ? ) we ſhould be dumb and Wen not our 
month, (ubmitting quietly to his Father's Hand, 
as he did conſtantly ? Ar leaſt, let's labour to 
freacl in his Apottle's ſteps ; keep wider our body, 
(as it were by Club-law) ad bring it into ſub- 
gettion , 1 Cor. 9. 25 : that the vain Fancies, 
and fond Appctites there may be reſtrain'd and 
curb'd ; and our Souls may faſten and abidc 
on what will fully ſatisfic them, and never can 
be rifled from them. 

Diritt. 3. Lay not thy treaſure up, on earth ; 
but in the heavens, Matth. 6. 19. Excellent 
Counſel of our bleſſed Lord ! For where the 
Treaſure ts, there will the Heart (i. the Man 
himſelf) be alſo. And if a Man hath once 
his Heart : viz. his Love, Delizht, Detire, and 
Hopes, as high as Heaven, with God and Je- 
{us Chriſt above ; he can't be fo concern'd 
with any Diſaſter here below, as to be difor- 
Gaer'd greatly by the ſame, As he that look- 
eth down from ſome high Steeple, fccs every 
thing bencath him but as a ſmall and little 
matter : ſo Earthly Good and Bad mult ne- 
ccflarily ſcem to one, whoſe Converſatzun 15 in 
Has 
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Heaven, "Tis ccrtain, that there are * thoſe 
Mountains i': the World, whoſe tops will be 
ſcre'.c, and clear, and calm ; when Thunder 
Storms, an htning, threaten to mix Hea- 
ven and Earth together at the Jower parts 
thereof. Could we take off our Aﬀection 
from things Bclow, to fer, and always Keep 
them vpon what's Above: how 
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bent towards Hcaven will find Lhe © diftrating 
Hurries of the Earth flip over kim with but 
little cbi-rvation by him. The holy Apoſtle 
Paul was certified by the Holy G ay; in Ccvc- 
ry City he paſs d itrough, that bonds ard af- 


- 
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fictions waited /0r 13108 at 1ORFARN TA, and yet he 
ſaith, WOHE O07 THEO F..470 V5.0 Ai MIQTULA L111, 
ACtS 20. 24, Ihe Joy m firiſinicg Les Conrvic, 


nd the Reward aftcr it, made even hes life it 
fel, tho likely to be loſt, but a little matter 
with him. V'e arc very ſure, that Moſes 
refuſed bzing a King's Grandſon, and choſe 
rather an afflicted ſtate with the People of 
God, 


—— 


8 A Practical Oiſcourſe on 
God, than ſirful Pleaſares in a Prince's Court : 
valuing thc Reproat ” for Chrift as a Better E- 
ſtate than the Exchequer of Egypr, Heb 11. 
24, 25, 26. But what was that whach betray- 
cd fo wiſe and god a Man into fuch a Para- 
dox, in the World's Opunion ? Why, let them 
think fo [till : but his Judgment was truly Or- 
thodox, notwithſtanding. For be had reſprf2 
wire the recompence of reward, Verſe 26, fin. And 
fare, to be Hcir apparent unto the Crown of 
F gyp', deſerves not to be compared with an 
undoubted Title to God's Kingdom. And 
the Delights in Heaven arc fo ſurpaſſing, that 
all Earthly Joys are not infipid only, but 
nauſcous, ſulſome ; Carrion and Poiſon, to 
them. Which kaving his Hcart aftected with, 
by a Belicving Proſpett rhercof ; what was'r 
to him, to throw oft the Courtier, and take 
bp the Clown ? Nay, worſe? to $kulk and 
hide a while for ſcaping of thoſe Blood- 
hounds that were hunting after him ? And, 
at the lalt, to flice his Country, and abide 
thoſe many dangers and diltreſſes that attend 

a tamſhi'il Outlaw ? AM that 
Fecal? Baer the Earth could do againſt him, 


3 bo r rg yon ſee, how little *twas unto 
ma frangit ad. him; becauſe his Treafure was 
write. in Hcaven : be bad re: to the 
S. Aug. de rec mpence of reward. Were Chri- 
ver. Dom. 


ſtians heartily making after him; 


although they ſhould not fully 
Over» 


SET. 42+ 
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the Severeſt 1220videnc.'s, < 
overtake him ; how heht and cal < woul »i1 
many great and heavy Burdens lye upon them: * 
Tio conclucc ; {The Alt or 4aT4 F 111416) , 
Faith, for the y above, that was [ot before him 
endar cd 17 pat, And drifted tie (rare of re 
Bl , Crop, woerean he ſuffer 4 , Hed. 12.2 
And would the Chriſtian duly lcoxk to Chriſt, . 
he farcly, would be like him, much more 
than he 15. 

Dirett. 4. Latly: Let Sin be more uncake 


. 
and be ſurc thy Sufterings then will be cater far 
Wert thou worſe able to endure Corrup ions, 
r0u WO IR be betrcr to abide Atfictions 
\Vhen once Iniquity is oor greatcit Burden ; 
21] others will be little felt I he vcrv rcafon 
why DLiltreltes forctimes triump i IS, be- 
Cauric We nave not mace LAN juel! OYEr OUT 
I ranſgrefiions. They arc theſe that bring 


I ribulations to us: and make them fit more 
heavy on us, when they arc come, Guilt is a 
molt heavy Load to an Awakened Mind ; al- 
though Another's Eye ſhould not be able to 
clpy fo much as a light Feather on its back. 
Eur the weight muſt needs be much increaſed, 
when Actual Puniſhment cleaveth unto Guilt. 
Whether the good Woman of Zaripbath's 
words, ſpoken to the Prophet ; ( Art thin come 
'o call my Sins ts remembrance and to ſlay my 
Son ? 1 King. 17. 15.) do not imply . that 4 
freſh cognizance took by Conſcience of her 
faultineſs towards God, had imbittered the 
Aftition to her ; tho it ſeem probable ; 1 will 

G not 
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not determine. Bar itis very plain ; that This 
added Chains (ar 1 may call them) to the Con- 
facment of Joſeph's Brethren : For their open 
Contclion is : We are verily ganlty concernins 
er Brother ,, a+ that we ſaw the anguiſh of bu 
Soul, win be beſoug t us, and we would not bear, 
THEREFOKE IS T HIS DISEFRESS 
COME UPON US, Gen. 42. 21. Whence 
it mult follow : would we be more Innocent, 
we ſhould b2 leſs Unhappy : molt certainly ; 
our Mifcry would pinch and gall us lefs. What 
made our blefled Lord fo Eaſy, Patient, and 
Submiſſive, in thoſe worlt of E vils upon him? 
Verily; becauſe He had the beſt of Souls with- 
in Him, No Sia had ever touched it: and 
how ſhould Sorrow fetch Blood from it ? O, 
ler ns grow w# Grace ;, and then our bitter Cup 
ſhall have no Dregs to touch our Lips. Thoſe 
are reſerved for the Gracelef Ones ;, to wring 
frm Off, and drink them np, PL 7I- 8. But 
tarivins Chriſta Is, tho” they muſt have Bur- 
thens, ſhall not fink under them. Such war 
upon the Lard to purpoſe: and fo renew their 
trengrh, They arc cnabled ro walk without 
fajating ; and ram and not be weary, Ia. 45. 31 
W hcrcforc abound ye mm the work of God, and 
your Labour will not be an vain, 1 Cor. ns. $5. 
Not only, by a more diligeat Attendance on 
all Ordinances; bur efpec-ally,about increaſing 
Faith, inf}:ming Love, confirming Hope, per- 
tcctins Paticace, and ſctting, and keeping the 
whole Heart on Heaven, Thus would __ 
Tic 
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the Severeſt P2ovidences, &c. 83 


the Spirit to its duc Soveraignty ; and reduce 
the Fleſh to juſt Subjettion. And*'what can 
bring Diſorders then ? This will draw back 
Sin's Fuel ; and then its Fire goeth out,of itſelf, 
But the negle& hereof, is throwing off our 
Armour, inſtead of girding it cloſe about us : 
and then we are cafily Shot, and fall. 

Mcer Nature, with all the ſtrength that 
Reaſon brings it, proves a weak Creature ;z 
at the laſt however. But Grace, and when 
lixe David waxing ſtronger and ſtronger, over- 
comes all Difficulties in the way to Glory. 
And tho' a Pharoah be behind, a Sea before, 
and a Wilderneſs on both ſides; it will bear 
up the Soul until it /ce the Salvation of its Gad., 

The Sum of all my Advice is this : 1. Make 
ſure of Saving Grace, and being Right at 
Heart : 2, Be not indulgent to the Fleſh, nor 
fond upon thy Earthly Tabernacle: 2. Lay 
not thy Treafure up on Earth, but in the 
Heavens, and let thy Heart be with it there : 
4. Laſtly ; Let Sin be more Uneaſic to thee, 
and thy Sufferings will be cafier far. Grow 
but in Grace, and thou ſhalt Out-grow all 
Grief that can poſſibly ſeize thee here, For 
Then, thou wilt be the fulleſt Eccho to the 
Plalmiſt: 7 was dumb; I opened not my mouth : 
becauſe, &C. 
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